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The Steering Column - from the Editor 


a 


80 Anniversary of the New Phantom 
Someone quipped that nostaglia isn’t 
what it used to be! But I recall my 

first drive of a Rolls-Royce was in 

my father’s 1928 Phantom I, 92FH, 

a Weymann fabric saloon. We were 
returning home from a Vintage Motor 
Club Rally in 1963 and I was on my ‘LV’ 
plates. Later, I enjoyed many drives at 
the wheel of 1925 Phantom I, 111LC, 
which my father restored as a boat-rail 
roadster. 

In this issue, Eric Marshman 
has written a delighful tribute to the New 
Phantom, or Phantom I as it has come 
to be known. It not only recalls his and 
Wilma’s experiences with 111DC a 1926 
Phantom I, 111DC, and 1925 
Phantom I, 30LC, but traces the saga 
of the California top body by Jackson, 
Jones & Collins. As well, Eric pays 
tribute to the current owner of 30LC, 
Stephen Foley, who had success at the 
recent Federal Rally in Canberra. 

To complete this tribute to the 
Phantom I there are two images on this 
page. The one below depicts 1OMC, the 
first Phantom I to come to Australia, and 
for those who like neat endings it was 
fitted with a California top body. And 
for those who like interesting beginnings 


The SMART Register met in 
Mildura, 26-29 August 2005, 
und the Registrar, Anthony 
Kierce, presented a marvellous 
event, assisted by Chris 
Lenehan and others. Anthony 
was photographed here by Peter 
Chan, with his 1985 Silver 
Spirit, ASF12985, outside ‘Rio 
Vista’. Completed in 1891, ‘Rio 
Vista’ was the home of William 
Chaffey, who with his brother, 
George, arrived in Mildura in 1886 where 
they established the first irrigation scheme in 
Australia. Mildura was chosen as the venue 


for the 1962, 1965 and 1968 Federal Rallies 


as it was relatively convenient for the South 
Australia, Victoria and New South Wales 
Branches. 


there is a drawing, on the right, of the 


first body to be fitted to 111DC, before 
the saga of the California top began. 
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THE FIRST “DOWN UNDER. | Here is the first “New Phantom” Rolls-Royce 


which Ras been put info commisston in New South Wales. It is standing oulside the 

National Art Gallery at Sydney. The eoachwork, which has a permanently erecled hood, 

is by Jackson, Jones & Collins, of Sydney, who designate the hood as the “‘ Caltfornian 
Top.” 


Above: This line drawing of 1926 

Phantom I, 111DC, a Smith & Waddington 
saloon for Greg McGirr, appeared in the ‘Daily 
Telegraph’ 17 July 1926. 

Left: The first Phantom I to come to Australia 
was 1OMC, which was bodied with a California 
top. This photograph and caption appeared in 
‘The Autocar’, 2 April 1926. The assistance of 
Tom Clarke is gratefully acknowledged. 


Omission 

All the research for the item in the 

4-05 August edition, “A Phantom II at 
the 2005 RREC Annual Rally’, should 
have been attributed Will Morrison, UK 
historian and Australian Club member. 
He very graciously accepted the apology. 
He also kindly responded to the request 
for some photographs of his Derby 
Bentley. These are presented in this 
issue. It is such a beautifully sympathetic 
restoration, it could easily slip back 
unnoticed into the pages of “Bentley 
Motors - On the Road’ by Bernard King 
and re-live its Continental touring days 
in the 1930s. 
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Something Old ... Something New ... 
In the tenth anniversary year of the 
Azure, Bentley has revived the name 
for its new flagship convertible. The 
new Azure, which was unveiled in 
September at the Frankfurt Motor 
Show, will go on sale in 2006. 

Bentley first hinted that a 
new Azure might be in the pipeline 
when it unveiled the glamorous Amage 
Drophead Coupe at the Los Angeles 
Motor Show earlier this year. 

In August at Pebble Beach, 
Bentley announced that the production 
version of the show car would carry the 
evocative Azure name. Like its iconic 
predecessor, which was in production 
from 1995 to 2002, the new Azure 
becomes the flagship of the Bentley 
model range. 

The Azure shares its frontal 
design with the current Amage range 
and seats four adults very comfortably. 
However, the entire cabin and rear 
section of the car are newly designed, 
with a stunning bespoke interior; the 
objective being to create an opulent and 
inviting seating area that reflects its 
status as a car that is at home in Palm 
Springs or the Riviera. The complex 
folding roof on the convertible is 
operated hydraulically at the touch of 
a switch: the impressive, three-layer 
fabric assembly being elegantly stowed 
beneath the hide-trimmed tonneau in 
under 30 seconds. 


Bentley Motors. 
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Events Calendar 

Overseas 
RREC +44-1327-811788 
RROC, Inc. +1-717-697-4671 


2006 RREC Rally, Kelmarsh Hall, Northhampton 

2006 RROC Annual Meet, Oak Brook, Illinois 
Federal 

2006 Western Gold Federal Rally, Orange, NSW David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 

Australian Capital Territory Branch - President: Kerry Bos 

Ken Baldwin 02-6254-4857 

Ken Baldwin 02-6254-4857 

Ken Baldwin 02-6254-4857 

Ken Baldwin 02-6254-4857 


Historic Iandra Castle, via Cowra 
General Meeting 

“Marques in the Park’, John Knight Park 
Terribly British Day 

New South Wales Branch - President David Marshall-Martin 
General Meeting David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
Ladies Lunch Robyn Henderson 02-9542-8401 
David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 


Robyn Henderson 02-9542-8401 


General Meeting 

Presentation Night, Pymble Golf Club 
Queensland Branch - President John Wright 

John Wright 07-3263-1767 

John Wright 07-3263-1767 


Annual General Meeting 


Christmas Luncheon 


South Australian Branch - President Dean Sullivan 
Tour of Classic Jets Fighter Museum Sofija Virgo 08-8252-3414 
Gourmet Lunch Run, Salopian Inn, McLaren Vale Sofija Virgo 08-8252-3414 


Christmas Picnic, Garrick Hill, Springfield Sofija Virgo 08-8252-3414 


Victoria Branch - President Neil Matthews 
Self Help Technical Group Activity Meeting Robert Wort 0410-662-385 
General Meeting Louise Matthews 03-5942-9030 
South East South Australia Tour with SA Branch Eric Henderson 03-9885-9938 
General Meeting Louise Matthews 03-5942-9030 
Garage Visit - Meguiars Neil Matthews 03-5942-9030 

Western Australia Branch -President Nei] Williamson 

RAC Centenary Rally & Concours Mick Rust 0418-915-356 
Orchard Glory Run Mick Rust 0418-915-356 
Maurice Brockwell Memorial Run Mick Rust 0418-915-356 


Christmas Party Mick Rust 0418-915-356 


Silver Ghost Register 


2006 Wholly Ghost Tour from Melbourne to the Rex Vincent 02-9634-5052 


Federal Rally in Orange and finishing in Brisbane 


Bentley Continental GTC 
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From the Federal President 


Tn November 1906 at the Olympia 
Show in London, Rolls-Royce 
released the 40/50 h.p. model on the 
C. S. Rolls & Co. stand. Then in 1907 
Claude Johnson took the twelfth 40/50 
h.p., chassis number 60551, registration 
number AX 201 and named it “The 
Silver Ghost”. For the company this car 
and this model went on to earn the title 
“The Best Car in the World”. 

Let me say that the current 
Rolls-Royce Phantom is still “The Best 
Car in the World”. Last month Michele 
and J had the privilege of a loan of a 
brand new Phantom, chassis AS500251, 
for the weekend. We took delivery of 
this magnificent vehicle with only 114 
kilometres on the speedo on a late Friday 
afternoon. We then drove it across the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge in peak hour 
traffic to the northern beaches for dinner 
with friends. The car is large but we 
managed to stay in our traffic lanes and 
the car proved very easy to drive. 

On Saturday we drove to 
Terrigal for lunch and then continued 


further north. In keeping with my 
wish that all wives and partners are 
comfortable and confident to drive all 
vehicles Michele drove effortlessly 
from Toukley to Warrawee, parking in 
Wahroonga on the way home. Michele 
drove a total distance of ninety-five 
kilometres. I took the opportunity to 
travel part of the way in the rear seat to 
experience the ride in style and to take 
photographs. 

Saturday evening and Sunday 
found many more kilometres covered 
and every person who saw the Phantom 
or travelled in it was suitably impressed. 
The vehicle was so manageable, 
supremely comfortable, and absolutely 
silent with unlimited power and perfect 
steering control. The car had a sunshine 
roof like my Silver Dawn and other 
models, so everything old is new again! 

On Monday morning the 
car was reluctantly returned to Bevin 
Clayton, General Manager, Trivett 
Classic with the highest accolades. Bevin 


has sold eighteen of these magnificent 
machines. It had always been my dream 
to purchase a new Rolls-Royce from 
Conduit Street, London, but sadly this 
showroom was closed. The drive for me 
in a brand new Phantom has made up 
for the closure of Conduit Street, being 
as close as I get to my dream. The drive 
in this superb vehicle was the ultimate 
driving experience in the ultimate car. 
Life is full of highlights and this was one 
of them! 

I again enjoyed visiting the 
Queensland Branch Annual Concours 
d’Elegance at Ormiston House in 
July. This year as well as their normal 
“Show and Shine” they instigated a full 
Concours d’Elegance with full judging in 
preparation for the Federal Rally they are 
organising in 2007. It was commendable 
to see that in the weeks prior to their 
Concours our Federal Registrar of 
Judging, Kim Stapleton ably assisted 
by David Sheppard organised a Judges’ 
Training Day. Also the Federal Club is 


Below: Presidents past and present at Ormiston House at the Queensland Branch Concours d’Elegance on 24 July 2005 in front of 1919 
Silver Ghost, 1122.. From the left, David Vann, who was the Federal President 1994-97 and Queensland Branch President 1985-87; Fred 
Haughtey, who was Federal President 2001-03 and Queensland Branch President 1972-73, 1974-77, 1979-80, and 1997-2000; David 
McPhee, who was Federal President 1971-72 and the inaugural Queensland Branch President 1969-72; John Wright Queensland Branch 
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From the Federal President 


to 
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Above: Michele Bisel and Bryan Inder with Phantom at Warrawee, Sydney. Inset: In keeping with the F aie Tivsictente- 
and ase request for wives and lass to drive the cars, Ru Bussell drove the Phantom from Te oukley | to Warrawee. 
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requirement for future rallies from initial 
application forms to the whole rally 
format. When perfected in the not too 
distant future it can then be used by all 
Branches for all future Federal Rallies 
from one CD disc. Think of the trees 
saved, one small disc, instead of reams 


Presidents I offer my best wishes. The 
Club is very lucky to have such a large 
group of talented volunteers. 


assembling a Register of Judges, which 
will contain a list of qualified judges 
from each state. This will then form a 
pool of recognised judges for Federal 
and Branch Concours. 

There have been a number 
of changes in Branch Presidents and 


Some exciting developments 
are taking place regarding Federal Rally 
Guidelines. For some time now I have 
been searching for previous guidelines 


committees at the various Branch Annual 
General Meetings. I would like to thank 
the retiring Presidents for their hard 

and dedicated work. To the continuing 
Branch Presidents and the newly elected 


and recently a member sent me a copy. 
However, now more importantly, a group 
of very keen members are working on a 
new arrangement. This will be computer 
based and incorporate every aspect and 


of paper. The system is to be trialed on 
Register weekends. More to follow as 
the project progresses. 
Yours in motoring 
Bryan Inder 


The Federal President has offered his best wishes to 
new presidents and committee members, following 
branch AGMs. The new President of the Western 
Australia Branch, Neil Williamson, in his inaugural 
‘President's Prelude’ in the September/October 

2005 issue of the ‘Winged Messenger ’, echoed the 
sentiment expressed by ACT Branch member, Ashley 
James (UK), on his website www.kdal32.com, a site 
dedicated to Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars made 
between 1946 and 1955: “I’ve made the best friends 
I have ever had by buying one of these cars”. Neil 
added, “I wish you all a year of fun and friendship 
while enjoying the unique quality of our cars”. On 
the left, Neil is in front of his 1950 Bentley Mk VI, 
B239GT, during the recent Festival of Motoring at 
the beautiful, historic town of York, where the 2003 
Federal Rally was held. Photograph courtesy of Harry 
Heuchan, via WA Branch Editor, Andrew Marsden. 
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Death, Near Death Experiences and Resurrections 


By Eric Marshman (NSW) © 2005 
N ew Phantom 30LC (1) has 
uf 


undergone both near death 

experience and resurrection, having had 
four bodies. The last, a Californian hard- 
top tourer body now resides on its third 
chassis. In its eightieth year 30LC won 
the Phantom I and Phantom II Class, 
and the Australian Coachwork trophy at 
the Federal Rally for its present owner, 
Stephen Foley. A superb restoration. 

In 1957, Wilma Marshman 
was virtually house bound. She had 
a one year old son and her husband, 
Eric, was the medical practitioner in a 
one doctor country town, requiring the 
family car full time. Wilma needed a 
car she could call her own. Her father 
had given her a £200 war bond, for use 
if there was a definite need. Having 
beard of an old Rolls-Royce a trip was 
made to Wauchope, and 111DC (2) with 
a California hard-top tourer body was 
purchased for £150, from Mr Andrews, a 
fruiterer. Mr Andrews had bought 111DC 
from George Sevenoakes. The next year 
Wilma and Eric joined the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club and received much advice 
and help from other members with 
similar cars. 


For the previous ten years 


111DC’s body had carried apples, 
oranges and greyhound dogs. Renovation 
was needed. Their neighbour owned 


Tn tribute to the 80th anniversary 
of 1925 Phantom I, 30LC, the 
fascinating connections between three 
Phantom I chassis are recounted by 
Eric Marshman, photographed here 
by the Editor at the 2005 NSW Branch 
Concours d'Elegance with his lovely 
restored Bentley Mk VI, B255LH. 

The top photograph is of 1926 
Phantom I, 111DC, on 8 December 
1959. The Jackson, Jones and Collins 
California hard-top body had already 
been on chassis 57LF and would next 
go onto chassis 30LC. Photograph 
courtesy of Eric Marshman. 


a local garage, and was skilled in 
auto-upholstery. Eric and Wilma had 
phantasies of even more ‘wind in the 
hair’. The body was split at the rear so 
the top would be removable. Necessary 
repairs were made to the woodwork 
and the head lining and fabric covering 
replaced. The wide wood frames of 

the rear quarter windows (3) were 
badly rotted and were replaced with 
aluminium channel. Not being able to 
afford to have the guards rolled and the 
car professionally sprayed, Wilma and 
Eric learnt the elements of using filler, 
and spraying enamel with a low-pressure 
gun. (Well, it did retain the International 
Green colour for about 20 years.) 
Damaged leather was replaced with 
second-hand leather from an old bus. 
The cocktail cabinet was repaired and 
repolished. 

A trip to Victoria in 1959 to 
visit Colin Drake (4) demonstrated 
111DC was in need of very major 
repairs. Returning via the Hume 
Highway was delightful, but the oil 
pressure dropped to five pounds. During 
the previous ownership the right rear 
wheel was hit by a truck. The chassis 
was not straight. The torque tube was 
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so badly bent a new front section needed 
to be made. Worn rear brake drums were 
repaired by welding in a circle of steel! The 
clutch brake worked with the help of a belt of 
leather around the shaft and a tension spring. 
111DC was purchased new, in 
1926, with a limousine body, by Mr Greg 
McGirr M.L.A. (5) Mr McGirr was the 
owner of 43 hotels in NSW. The car was 
used extensively in country NSW to move 
staff and entertainers to various hotels. In 
the mid-1930s the car was involved in a fatal 
accident with a charabane which had come 
to the wrong side of the road near Lithgow. 
The limousine body had come to its end, and 
was replaced with the Californian hard-top 
tourer body which had rested in the yard of 
body builders, Jackson Jones & Collins, for 
several years. Archibald Howie (later Sir 
Archibald) had bought the tourer body with 
57LF but shortly afterwards had it replaced 
with a limousine body. (6) About 1959, after 
repairing the body of 111DC, Eric visited 
Dr John McGirr, a son of Mr Greg McGirr 
who said that, after the death of his father, in 
1949, there had been a query about expenses 
for 111DC. Diaries were examined. Jt was 
estimated that the car had travelled 900,000 
miles. To this, has to be added the mileage 
done between 1949 and 1957 — at least 
another 100,000 miles. It was decided the 
chassis and engine of 111DC were beyond 
economic repair. 

The early life of 30LC is mentioned 
in ‘Rolls-Royce and Bentley in The Sunburnt 
Country’ (7), “30LC engine TS55, long 
chassis, off test Dec. 1925, Thrupp & 
Maberly tourer, via Dalgety to Miss (later 
Dame) Edith C. Walker, ‘Yaralla’, Concord, 
Sydney, Dec. 1926 and driven by chauffeur 
Fred Savage. Rebodied as a tall Moriarty 
saloon; Dr G. Armstrong, NSW, 1936; Mr 
Fraser, ‘Nareen’ near Hamilton, Vic., 1930s 
(father of future prime minister, Malcolm 
Fraser).” It has been said that the car was at 
Wagga Wagga and/or Williamtown during the 
war, owned by an Air Force person. The car 
was purchased, in the mid 1940s, according 
to his daughter and son, by Edward Dee 
who had Dee’s Garage at Morpeth, NSW. 
Mr Dee designed a saloon body for the car 
but a Sydney firm declined to build to his 
design. He brought the car back to Morpeth 
where he fitted a tray body and used the car 
as a tow truck, towing milk trucks. He sold it 
with that body, in Sydney, in the early 1950s. 
The engine was not pulled down at Morpeth. 
Mr Dee’s daughter thought a doctor bought 
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California Top 


by 
Jackson, Fones & Collins 


Motor Carriage Builders, Sydney 


Top: 1927 Phantom I, 57LF, when new. Note the original wood-framed rear 
quarter window with bevelled glass. Photograph courtesy of the Howie 
Family. Centre: 1926 Phantom 1, 111DC, in 1960. Photograph courtesy 

of Eric Marshman. Bottom: 1925 Phantom I, 30LC, at the 2005 Canberra 
Federal Rally. Photograph by the Editor. 


pide hit 


Left: Wilma Marshman working on 111DC at George Street, Bowraville in 1959. Right: Moving the body from 111DC to 30LC in 1960. 
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Photographs courtesy of Eric Marshman. Below: Eric and Wilma Marshman with 111DC. Photograph courtesy of Colin Drake via lan 
Irwin from ‘Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Rear-View Mirror’, page 142. 


the car, but this is not confirmed. (8) In 
the late 1950s Colin Hopkins bought 
30LC, as a chassis, from Ron Grant of 
Bankstown. (9) 

In Colin Hopkins’ yard, 
30LC was technically dead, or, at best, 
having a near death experience. It had 
been in all weathers without body, 
bonnet and sparkplugs. The piston rings 
were rusted to the bores. There was a 
radiator and three wheels. The chassis 
was purchased for £50, and then, the 
radiator, with a small dent, was sold 
for £15. The car was rail-freighted to 
Eric and Wilma’s home at Bowraville 
for further examination. Gearbox, rear 
axle and brakes seemed in reasonable 
condition. The crankshaft was within 
tolerances, new bearings had been 
poured and line bored but not scraped. 
The firewall was in a very weathered 
condition and the aperture for the 
steering column was not suited for the 
D steering of the Californian hardtop 
body. Wiring and wiring conduits were 
badly damaged. Too many parts were 
missing from 30LC-. It 
was decided to move the 
body with its firewall from 
111DC to 30LC. York 
Motors re-bored the blocks 
and supplied new pistons 
and rings for 100 pounds. 
Eric had his single garage 
enlarged, and learnt how to 
blue and scrape bearings, 
also reduce the thickness 
of shims using wet and dry 
paper on a sheet of plate 
glass. When assembled, 
several Phantom owners 


commented on the quietness of the 
engine. The magneto from 111DC was 
the loudest noise. The car was rewired 
through the conduits with plastic covered 
wiring available locally. The sphere 
at the front of the torque tube was 
dismantled and found to be dry. No work 
was done on the gearbox and differential. 
Suspension and brakes required only 
cleaning, lubrication and adjustment. 
(A few small parts were obtained from 
9LF, which had a seized engine, at Port 
Macquarie, NSW.) 

The crankshaft in 111DC had 
0.007” wear on the crankshaft. As well, 
there were two broken pipes which 
supplied oil to the gudgeon pins. No 
wonder the oil pressure was low. It 
would seem the crankshaft had never 
been ground. If the crankshaft had not 
been in the engine for 1,000,000 miles it 
had done more miles than most, despite 
only being 34 years old. The crankshaft 
was sold to Vince Brown of REDeX 
Trial fame. The chassis was sold to a 
well-known collector in Queensland. The 


Eric & Wilma Marshman with 1926 Phantom I, 111DC. 


petrol tank went to William Fleming for 
his Ghost. 

During Wilma and Eric’s 
ownership they enjoyed many long trips 
in 30LC, sometimes they covered 500 
or 600 miles in one day (with young 
children), including climbing Dorrigo 
Mountain in top gear. On one trip via 
the Pacific Highway they were able to 
go through floodwater before other cars. 
111DC would start ‘off the switch’, but 
not 30LC — a disappointment! 

Eric planned a move to Sydney, 
to further his medical studies. 30LC was 
too high for most garages, and was not 
considered an everyday car in the city. In 
1964 it was sold to George Sevenoakes 
as a trade on a 1951 Mk VI Bentley, 
which Eric still owns. The reader is 
referred to ‘Rolls-Royce and Bentley in 
the Sunburnt Country’ for the later lives 
of 30LC and 57LF, with their fourth and 
second bodies respectively. The fate of 
111DC’s chassis and other major parts is 
unknown. 


References: 


1. The Sunburnt Country 
p.181, London & Derby 
May 2005 frontispiece, 
Praeclarvm 3-05 June 
2005 pps. 4527 &4540; 2. 
Rear-View Mirror p. 142; 
3. The Sunburnt Country 
p. 192 (S7LF); 4. Rear- 
View Mirror p. 142; The 
Sunburnt Country p. 186; 
Ibid. p. 192; Ibid p. 181; 8. 
Personal Communication; 
9. Colin Hopkins. 
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he July 1920 edition of the 
Australian journal, The Coach 
and Motor Builder, noted reports 
from America and elsewhere on the 
increasing popularity of the closed car 
as against the touring body with folding 
hood. It went on to comment: “a device 
which enables the ordinary touring car 
to be converted into a closed car with 
fixed top has lately been introduced 
with success in San Francisco and 
other western cities.” At that time Mr 
J G Morris, a former Melbourne body- 
builder, was on a visit to Australia 
promoting this type of body, which 
he had built in San Francisco. He had 
covered, by Commonwealth and New 
Zealand patent, essential features of his 
own in this idea. 

The style became known as 
the ‘California top’ and consisted of a 
top on the lines of the Cape or folding 
hood, but made a fixture, with quite 
a number of different ways of fitting 
glasses to the sides to enable it to be 
converted to a closed carriage when 
required. 

A series of drawings and 
descriptions, showing different methods 
and styles of the California top were 
provided in The Coach and Motor 
Builder. The following description 
was given in the December 1921 
edition, accompanied by a drawing of 
a California top on a Scripps-Booth 
(USA) chassis: 


Bentley in the Sunburnt Country’. 


Top: 1923 Silver Ghost, 62LK, with a California Top by Smith 
& Waddington, Sydney. From ‘Motor Life’ 11 April, 1925, page 
108 ‘Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country ’. 

Right: 1921 Silver Ghost, 142LG, with California Top possibly 
by the Melbourne Motor Body & Assembling Co. Courtesy of 
Jeremy Greene and Peter Whyte, page 97 ‘Rolls-Royce and 
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Scripps-Booth (USA) Chassis 


“The particular style of top shown here 
is semi-elliptical, and calls for a fair 
amount of skill in connection with the 
constructional features. The top requires 
framing similar to a limousine roof, the 
framing, however, being kept as light a 
section as possible. 


One good feature of these tops is that 
they can quite easily be made detachable 
should it be desired to use the car 

at any time without the top. Usually, 
however, they are fastened down fairly 
permanently, although they are always 
constructed as a separate unit. We 
propose to show various methods of 
fastening same. 


The framing in this case would be 
covered with aluminium panels. An 
alternative scheme is to recess the centre 
portion of the roof % inch. This flat 
portion would be covered with narrow 
boards glued together and then cleaned 
off to an even surface. The corners 


are then beaten out of aluminium and 


lapped over the edge of the boards. 

A rail goes round the top, level with 
the canopy. This is to take the metal 
bead which covers the joins of the 
leather. The covering material can be 
either real leather or one of the many 
imitation leathers which are on the 
market. The whole job can be ruined if 
this covering is not put on perfectly. It 
is essential that the surface to receive 
same is perfectly level, and it is always 
advisable to paint the roof before 
covering. The leather is stretched 

on dry, and any joins necessary are 
lengthwise on top. 


The fixed side and rear windows are 
bevelled edge glass for preference, 

and secured inside with polished wood 
fillets. The outside edges round the 
windows are finished with a deep bevel, 
the top covering being taken right over 
inside the rebate. The whole of the 
inside is lined with cloth to match the 
trimming. It is usual to incorporate a 
roof light in the top. The side curtains 
are usually made of the same material 
as the top, and fastened in the usual 
manner. A polished metal bead is 
generally used to finish off the job 
where the top joins on to the body. 


The top is connected to the windshield 
by clips as usual with an ordinary 
hood.” 

Editor 


By Martin Bennett (ACT) 


hose members who know 
me well are aware of my 
eccentric preference for post- 


war coachbuilt cars. The histories of 
the various coachbuilders are full of 
fascination and I love the individuality 
and style of the cars themselves — the 
fact that one might drive one for a 
lifetime and scarcely hope to see a 
similar car to wave to! The Bentley 
S1 James Young saloon that I bought 
five years ago is therefore ‘right up my 
street’. 

The vast majority of Bentley 
SIs were of course standard saloons. Of 
the 3,072 standard Bentley S1 chassis 
built, only 140-odd were coachbuilt 
(both of these figures exclude the S1 
Continental and the Long Wheelbase 
model, which are customarily regarded 
as separate models). Of the coachbuilt 
cars, 34 were bodied by James Young 
Ltd, 27 of those being four-door saloons 
to design number B.10 like my car, 
chassis B488AN. I have only ever seen 
two others (both at P. & A. Wood’s 
premises in England). One of those 
had significant exterior differences 
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(design number B.10R) and both cars 
had interior differences both from each 
other and from my car, which is the only 
example in Australia. 

Most coachbuilt S1s could 
never be mistaken for a standard saloon, 


Cetra came i hl 


omen — 


Martin Bennett makes a very welcome 
return to PRAECLARVM with this 
delightful account about his enduring 
fascination with post-war coachbuilt cars 
and in particular the work of James Young. 
In the top picture is B488AN at home. 

It was newly registered in time for the 
Federal Rally in Canberra, where Martin 
was photographed (above) by the Editor 
during the Gymkahana. Photographs and 
captions are courtesy of Martin Bennett. 
unless otherwise credited. 
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their styling being very different even 
at the merest glance, and here the 
flamboyant work of Freestone & Webb 
and Hooper come particularly to mind. 
On the other hand, at a glance, the 
differences between a standard saloon 
and this James Young car are much 
more subtle. On closer examination, 
though, it is entirely different except for 
sharing the standard saloon’s bonnet and 
windscreen. Some other coachbuilders 
used the standard bonnet but only James 
Young used the standard windscreen as 
well. The standard saloon’s stylist John 
Blatchley and James Young’s Chief 
Designer A.F. McNeil worked together 
at Gumey Nutting before World War 
II, and remained firm friends. One 
might imagine that this accounts for the 
broad similarity of their respective S1 
coachwork styling, but John Blatchley 
(now 92 years old) recently assured me 
that there was no collaboration. In the 
absence of any better explanation we 
must therefore fall back on the old adage 
that ‘great minds think alike’. 

The James Young body 
is panelled entirely in heavy-gauge 
aluminium on a mainly extruded 
aluminium frame, though there is a 
certain amount of structural wood. In 
structural terms there is little doubt that 
the standard saloon would be superior 
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— though I would not like to see it put to 
the test! In aesthetic terms, too, it must 
be acknowledged that John Blatchley’s 
styling of the standard saloon leaves 
nothing whatever to be desired, so it 
would be churlish to claim any overall 
superiority in the James Young styling. 
It is simply different. On the other hand, 
the hand-built mode of construction of 
the James Young coachwork did allow 

a certain superiority in detail. After all, 
it was not for nothing that the original 
buyers of these coachbuilt cars showed a 
willingness to pay a huge premium over 
the price of the standard saloon, which 
in the first half of 1956 was listed in the 
U.K. at £4,944, including purchase tax at 
the monstrous rate then prevailing. The 
James Young saloon, on the other hand, 
cost no less than £7,186, without extras. 

If it is in the detail that the 
James Young body differs most, an 
excellent example is the fit of the doors. 
On a standard saloon the door gaps tend 
to be quite large and variable. Those of 
the James Young car are much tighter 
and more even. In fact, the impression 
created is that the body was panelled all 
in one piece and then the doors cut out 
with a hacksaw! It is quite exquisite. 
The interior woodwork and upholstery, 
too, are very different from those of a 
standard saloon. 

The opportunity to buy 
B488AN arose from a misfortune 
which befell the car when its engine 
‘threw a rod’, damaging the crankcase, 
sump, undersheets, crankshaft and two 
connecting rods. Within a short time 
two stories began circulating on the 
‘grapevine’ as to how this had occurred. 
Briefly, one of these suggested that 
the sump had been holed on a rock, 
resulting in loss of the engine oil. The 
other version of events was that the 
automatic gearbox, despite having been 
recently overhauled, failed at speed, 
effectively putting the car into neutral 
while the throttle was well down. When 
I bought the remains of the car I was 
taking a gamble that the first of these 
stories was the accurate one, as I had 
no wish to deal with a failed gearbox 
in addition to the ‘blown’ engine. As 
it was an unrepeatable opportunity to 
acquire a beautiful coachbuilt car, I 
took my chances. Upon getting the car 
home, a close inspection of the engine 
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Top: Bringing it home: Bentley SI] James Young saloon, B488AN, made an eye- 
catching trailer-load on the way home after purchase. 
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Insert: Before installing the 
‘new’ engine, the opportu- 
nity was taken to repaint 
the firewall. This was 
carried out by club member 
Joe Quattrocchi. Right: 
The ‘new’ engine and what 
we now know to be the ruined 
automatic gearbox, ready to hoist 
into place. 


Left: Engine installed with new mountings, ready for 
the original cylinder head and timing gear cover to 
be added. The meaning of the term ‘overhead inlet, 
side exhaust valves’ is made clear in this picture: 

the side exhaust valves can be seen alongside their 
respective cylinders in the block. The overhead inlet 
valves are of course in the head. 


Right: ACT Branch 
President, Kerry Bos, 
(standing) and mem- 
ber, David Thurlow, 
bolting up the radiator. 
Left: Kerry Bos surveys the 
newly installed engine with 
satisfaction. 

Below: The newly installed 
engine with ancillaries added, 
ready for the bonnet to go 
back on. 
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showed that the damage to the sump had 
been caused entirely by things coming 
violently out. There was no evidence of 
its having been holed from the outside. 

Although that was 
discouraging, I remained sanguine and 
went about acquiring a replacement 
engine block and sump as a first step in 
returning the car to the road. An engine 
of the same (‘A’) series was desirable, 
though not essential. There was a stroke 
of good fortune here, as Jeff Priddle 
in Brisbane was breaking an ‘A’ series 
S1 for parts, and offered to sell me the 
engine block for a reasonable price. Its 
number was BA98 — a little earlier than 
the original engine number BA244 and 
of the same batch. I had also removed 
the sump from the automatic gearbox 
and was further discouraged by what I 
could see (and smell) inside. However, 
with the assistance of my very good 
friend and fellow A.C.T. Branch member 
David Thurlow the replacement block, 
original head and ancilliaries, and the 
suspect gearbox, were installed in the 
car. At this point things became more 
complicated, so I will break off to look 
at some other aspects of the car that were 
receiving attention at the same time. 

It was never my intention to 
restore the car in the generally accepted 
sense, but merely to return it to road- 
going condition. To my mind the car 
did not need a great deal of cosmetic 
restoration. It was in tidy condition, 
with perfectly serviceable paintwork and 
upholstery. Aesthetically it was let down 
mainly by the condition of its interior 
woodwork. This had been refurbished in 
the mid-1980s but was seriously in need 


of doing again. The finishing material 
that had been used had failed the test of 
time, having turned opaque as well as 
peeling off in most areas. The woodwork 
was removed from the car and the old 
finish stripped off back to bare wood. 
This revealed that the woodwork itself 
was in much better condition than the 
disaster it had appeared to be, though 
there were problem areas, mainly 
confined to the top (horizontal) surfaces 
of the door cappings. Normally, the 
tops of the capping rails could be 
expected to be solid wood rather than 
veneered. However, James Young did 
not follow this convention during the 
period when the coachwork was built, 
instead following the unfortunate 
practice — alone among the surviving 
post-war coachbuilders — of veneering 
the horizontal surfaces of the woodwork 
as well as the vertical surfaces. 
Aesthetically the effect is exquisite, 
but these veneered horizontal surfaces 
suffered badly from the harsh ravages of 
our climate — sun and water taking their 
toll. The bottom line was that although 
most of the veneered surfaces survived 
the stripping process in very good 
condition, there were some that didn’t 
and these were simply re-veneered. 
Actually, I shouldn’t make this 
sound too simple. Having successfully 
carried out minor re-veneering in the 
past I had entertained notions of doing 
the job myself, and a friend in Bowral 
put me onto a local professional antique 
furniture restorer who was quite happy to 
sell me the strips of veneer that I needed. 
This was Andrew Farquhar, now known 
to the members who attended his superb 
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23 64.456 : . 19 
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ir Ivan Stedeford 


The position regarding this has now become most 
urgent. I am afreid that unless we deliver this cer 
verr soon we stand in the danger of losing a 
millionaire client who is 
of many Companies. 


the Director or Chairman 
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Sir Ivan Stedeford KBE, GBE 
1897-1975 


Ivan Arthur Rice Stedeford was born 
in 1897 in Exeter, Devon, the son 

of the Rev. Charles Stedeford, ex- 
President of the United Methodist 
Church. He was educated at Shebbear 
College in Devon and King Edward 
VI Grammar School, Birmingham. 
He became an engineering apprentice 
with Wolseley Motors Ltd, later 
serving in the RNAS during 

World War I. In 1923 he married 
Gwendoline Aston and had three 
daughters. In 1944 he became 
Managing Director of Tubes Ltd and 
was later Chairman until his death. In 
the late 1940s, when television was 
being extended from London to other 
areas of the U-K., Ivan Stedeford 
served on the Television Advisory 
Committee and the Committee of 
Enquiry into the British Broadcasting 
Commission, later becoming a 
Governor of the BBC from 1951 to 
1956. He also served on the Advisory 
Council to the Department of 
Scientific & Industrial Research, and 
the U.K. Atomic Energy Authority. 
He was knighted in 1954. In 1960 

he was appointed Chairman of the 
Advisory Group on the British 
Transport Commission, serving with 
Dr Richard Beeching who went on 

to deliver the notorious ‘Plan for 

the Reshaping of British Railways’. 
Sir Ivan is said to have disapproved 
of the extensive railway closures 

that occurred under this plan. In 

the 1960s he also served as Deputy 
Chairman of the National Provincial 
Bank and then of the National 
Westminster Bank. To this day, in the 
industrial belt of Madras, India, is a 
hospital called the Sir Ivan Stedeford 
Hospital, set up with the assistance 
of Tubes Ltd. Among his many 
other distinctions, Sir Ivan was an 
Honorary Kentucky Colonel. He died 
9 February, 1975. 


Photograph of Sir Ivan courtesy of his 
grandson, Nick Royle, who remembers 
the car. 
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Above: The knife-edged ‘fins’ 

on the rear wings are among the 
exquisite details that the specialist 
coachbuilders were able to indulge 

in, as such work was all carried out 
by hand. Below: The door and boot 
handles are distinctively James Young, 
with the coachbuilder s trademark 
square push buttons. 


Ct 


Above: Collecting the missing tools 
was a pleasure, and there is something 
satisfving about dropping the last tool 
into the tool-tray, completing the kit. 
This was accomplished with the kind 
help of a number of Club members 
and by keeping a sharp look-out at 
seller § stalls at RREC Annual Rallies 
in England. Below: The cocktail 
requisites are neatly stowed behind a 
sliding panel in the driver's door: a 
half-bottle of Scotch to fit the space 
provided in the left-hand corner is still 
being sought. 
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technical presentation on the repair and 
re-finishing of motor car woodwork at 
the recent Federal Rally in Canberra. 
Once Andrew began to explain the right 
way of applying new veneers, it quickly 
dawned on me that it would be foolish to 
tackle it with only very limited previous 
experience, given the rarity of the car 
and the availability close to home of 
such an expert craftsman. Some of the 
veneered surfaces that I originally felt 
could be saved and re-finished were, in 
the event, re-veneered as well in order to 
maintain continuity of appearance. Those 
members who have seen the results are 
very hard-pressed indeed to point out 
which veneer is original James Young 
(most of it) and which is re-veneered. It 
looks ‘all of a piece’, and the new two- 
pack finish is superb. 

The rest of the coachwork is 
not perfect but each imperfection will be 
dealt with over time, and some already 
have been. The carpets, for example, 
although replaced relatively recently, will 
need renewing again and doing properly 
this time. More urgent were the leather 
on plywood door trim panels, years of 
damp having affected the leather on the 
lower corners, so repairs are in hand. 
The West of England cloth headlining 
is mostly as good as new, except in 
one small area where it needs to be 
replaced due to moth damage. Even if 
I could afford the wholesale renewal 
of everything I would not go that way 
— conservation being my favoured 
approach where possible. The door 
window frames, which are chrome-plated 
brass as opposed to the standard saloon’s 
stainless steel, need replating fairly 
urgently, and this will be done in time, 
probably one at a time. In the long term 
I even have it in contemplation to restore 
the original engine, using the present 
engine as a donor of internal parts. 

Soon after buying the car 
I made one of my many visits to the 
Hunt House in England, the repository 
of most Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
historical records, and was delighted to 
be informed by Curator Philip Hall that 
the James Young coachwork records had 
recently arrived. Philip kindly searched 
out the records for my car (you need the 


James Young body number for this) and 
had them photocopied for me. These 
records, which are very comprehensive, 
make fascinating reading. I learned that 
my coachwork was originally destined 
for a slightly later S1 chassis, B9AP, 
and that it was intended to be a Jack 
Barclay Ltd showroom exhibit “during 
the Motor Show”. This allowed people 
who had admired the actual Show 
exhibit to visit the showroom (James 
Young Ltd was owned by Jack Barclay) 
for a closer look at a similar car, and a 
test drive. This can only have meant the 
1955 Show. However, the Earls Court 
Motor Show was in October and the car 
was not finished until June 1956. There 
are several references in the records to 
the long delays being experienced in 
the construction of this and presumably 
other bodies then being built. These 
include a particularly panicky memo, 
reproduced here. The “millionaire 
customer” referred to was Sir Ivan 
Stedeford, who was Chairman of Tubes 
Ltd (manufacturer of steel pipes for the 
oil and other industries) and a Governor 
of the BBC. In the event Sir Ivan kept 
up his patience and duly took delivery of 
the car in June 1956. The cause of this 
very long delay is a mystery. B486AN, 
the car immediately before mine, with 
coachwork by Freestone & Webb, was 
delivered in November 1955. Even 
James Young’s 1955 Earls Court Show 
car, B482AN, only three chassis numbers 
earlier than mine, was completed in time 
for the Show, so why were Sir Ivan’s car 
and other James Young cars around the 
same time delayed for many months? 
Was there a labour shortage, or disputes? 
Half the fun of owning a 
car like this is in searching out any 
missing ‘jewellery’. The records for 
my coachwork were especially useful 
in that they made clear the original 
contents of the compartments in each 
front door, which had hitherto been a 
mystery as only a few items remained. In 
the near-side door is a picnic set which 
I learned should have comprised two 
sandwich boxes, two Thermos flasks, 
four beakers, a butter-knife and a tea- 
spoon. This information, in allowing 
me to accurately determine what these 


compartments originally contained 
has made it easier to search out 
replacements for the missing items. 
On the driver’s side — conveniently 
to hand for the driver! — is the grog 
stash. This ‘cocktail set’, I learned from 
the records, comprised a set of crystal 
glasses, half-bottles of Scotch and gin, 
and four miniature Schweppes soda and 
tonic water bottles. These are ordinary 
commercial bottles and not the crystal 
decanters usually seen in motor car 
cocktail cabinets. The modern Gordon’s 
London Gin bottle has obviously not 
changed in size or shape as it still fits 
the space provided, but the Scotch has so 
far defeated me as I have not yet found 
one that fits the space. The mixer bottles 
were also problematical as the Australian 
ones do not fit. I told John Blatchley 
about this difficulty and he obtained 
some British ones from his ‘local’. 

They fit perfectly, the size obviously not 
having changed since at least the mid- 
1950s! 

Another unusual feature is the 
front armrest arrangement. The James 
Young drawing of the coachwork clearly 
shows conventional armrests on the front 
doors. However, B488AN does not have 
these. Instead, there are folding armrests 
on the outside edges of the front seat 
squabs, in addition to the ones in the 
middle between the front seats — i.e. two 
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The upholstery is original and although patinated is perfectly servicable. Note 
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rear seat squabs favoured by James Young. The top of the centre armrest opens to reveal an 
oddments compartment inside. Insert: A nice little touch on James Young coachwork was 
this little bakelite disc bearing the body number. These are fixed to the ‘A’ posts and are often 
broken or missing. Both of mine were found to be intact but had been painted over! 


folding armrests to each front seat. The 
records from the Hunt House indicate 
that Sir Ivan Stedeford requested this 
unusual arrangement, and James Young 
Ltd readily complied. 

Returning to the mechanical 
trials and tribulations, once the engine 
and gearbox were re-installed in the car 


the day dawned when David Thurlow 
and I were ready to test drive it. 
Although I had steeled myself for it, the 
disappointment was still acute. Although 
the engine was a bit reluctant to start at 
first it was otherwise fine. The problem 
was of course the gearbox. We were 
scarcely able to get out of the driveway. 
The first-to-second gear-change occurred 
normally but then, when the car 
reached third gear speed, the 
gearbox seemed to go into neutral. 
Drive to the wheels was only 
restored when the speed fell back 
to second gear speed and that gear 
was automatically re-engaged. 
There was only one thing for 
it. The car was trailered down 
to Bankstown, to the specialist 
automatic transmission workshop of 
Club member Neville Vassallo. Neville 
removed and dismantled the gearbox 
and called me with the bad news: one 


Lefi: Andrew Farquhar gave a superb 
technical presentation on the repair and 
re-finishing of woodwork at the Canberra 
Federal Rally. Photograph courtesy of 
Graham Cornish. Insert: The interior 
wocdwork - in aesthetic terms the least 
satisfactory feature of the car at the time 
of acquisition - is now its most outstanding 
feature. 
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of the two epicyclic units was burnt to 
a crisp. Of the two rumoured versions 
of how the engine came to throw a rod, 
it was now clearer than ever which had 
been true. The gearbox had failed at 
speed, a moment later destroying the 
engine when it over-revved. Neville did 
a superb job of sourcing the difficult- 
to-find components and rebuilding the 
gearbox. There is a lesson here: the 
rebuilding of a Rolls-Royce automatic 
gearbox is self-evidently a task for 
trained and qualified experts such as 
Neville. It would be sheer folly to 
entrust such specialist work to anybody 
outside of that category. Likewise, the 
term ‘jerkomatic’, which one sometimes 
hears sneeringly attached to this type of 
gearbox, has little basis in fact. Provided 
that any work, including adjustment, 

is carried out by suitably qualified and 
skilled people and the engine is in a 
good state of tune, the gear changes 
should be virtually imperceptible. Other 
members riding in or driving B488AN 
have noticed the remarkable smoothness 
of the rebuilt automatic gearbox. Even 
the notorious 3™ to 2°4 down-change 
passes unnoticed. 

There were one or two minor 
teething problems after the car was 
returned to the road and registered just 
in time for the Canberra Federal Rally, 
including some moments of anxiety 
during the Rally, but these are to be 
expected and the car has settled down to 
reliable service. 

In closing I would like to 
thank all of the Club members who 
have assisted with the rehabilitation 
of B488AN, which I call ‘Sir Ivan’ 
in honour of its original owner. Nick 
Lang and John Elliott were very kind 
in helping to complete the tool kits, and 
Richard Mann found me a nice original 
owner’s handbook of the correct edition. 
It is with no hesitation that I single out 
David Thurlow for special thanks. David 
has been a real treasure and the very 
model of the concept of mutual help for 
which the little Branch of the R.R.O.C. 
to which I am privileged to belong is so 
well known. 
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oon after I bought B488AN, Club members Stan Spackman, Nick Lang and 
Michael Zwar all gave me 8.20 x 15 crossply tyres to try, in lieu of the grossly 
undersized radials with which it was then fitted. 

Stan Spackman (VIC) has written more than once in PRAS;CLARVM on 
this issue. Given that Stan is a more experienced Silver Cloud driver than almost 
anybody, having owned, driven and maintained a Silver Cloud II since it was 
nearly new, his views carry considerable weight. Generally speaking, my own 
lesser experiences have Jed me to the same conclusions as Stan’s: that radial ply 
tyres are unsuitable for Silver Clouds and S Types. 

Unfortunately for the average hobbyist such as myself, the original 
Avon Turbospeed and Dunlop Fort 8.20 x 15 tyres are now ruinously expensive, 
particularly in view of their comparatively short life. But that is not a good reason 
to turn to radials. Antique Tyre Supplies in Melbourne offer a number of 8.20 x 
15 tyres, all I believe of American manufacture, notably Firestone. They look like 
they should, even to being available in blackwall if that is your preference, and 
their price is modest. 

Why not use radials? To my mind the main reasons are appearance and 
the fact that they are undersize in diameter. Modern radials have a ‘wrap-around’ 
tread which looks wrong on older motor cars. Even the ‘correct’ size radia] tyre 
for Clouds and S Types, if there can be considered to be a ‘correct’ size, is smaller 
in diameter than the original tyre, and being fatter will not easily fit your spare 
wheel compartment. I refer to the 235/70R15 radial, which is 1.6 inches smaller in 
diameter than even the smallest 8.20 x 15 crossply (they vary in diameter between 
manufacturers). 1.6 inches doesn’t sound like a great deal, but one should consider 
that for each revolution of the wheel the car is progressing along the road some 5.5 
inches less for every revolution of the wheel! To put it another way, to maintain 
the same road speed your engine rpm is going to be higher, and your speedometer 
will be reading less accurately. “But they transform the handling of the car” I 
hear you say. Fitting any set of new tyres will always have that effect, I respond! 
Besides, having no wish to ‘improve’ or ‘update’ the handling characteristics of 
this or any other elderly motor car, for me crossply tyres are preferable in terms of 
preserving the original appearance and ride quality. 

According to Antique Tyre Supplies, there is a third possibility. This is 
the L78-15 ‘bias belted’ tyre. These I am told are a technically improved crossply 
tyre and are not a radial. They preserve the same appearance and are so close 
to the same diameter as makes no odds. According to Antique Tyres they are 
compatible with ordinary crossply tyres where radials are not (you should never 
mix crossply and radial ply tyres on the same car). 

What about pressures? Here I am again guided by experts as otherwise 
T have only the car’s handbook to go by. The handbook for my car tells me that 
the pressures, in pound per square inch, should be 19 front and 26 rear when cold. 
The modern American tyres, on the other hand, are made to be run at 30 to 35 psi 
without loss of ride quality. Does any member have experience of these to share 
with us? 

Martin Bennett testing tyres on 1955 Bentley S1 

James Young Saloon, B488AN, at the Gymkahana at 
Bungendore during the 2005 Canberra Federal Rally. 
Photographs by the Editor. 


Martin Bennett 


“Wn so many ways the epitome of 
I the true engineer-entrepreneur, 
A sir Ralph Robins was educated 
at Herbert Strutt School in Belper, 
where he was known as ‘Rafe’ and 
at Imperial College in London. 
On gaining his BSc in Mechanical 
Engineering, he joined Rolls-Royce 
as a Graduate Apprentice in Derby 
in 1955. 


In his early career he worked 
on the development of a variety 
of civil and military aero engines, 
most notably the Conway and the 
Phantom Spey, both of which were 
not without their problems, which 
brought Ralph face-to-face on more 
than one occasion with customers 
not entirely satisfied with the way 
their engines were performing in 
service. From that time on, he has 
possessed both a real understanding 
of the need to meet customer 
expectation - not just the technical 
specification - and coupled that 
with the development engineer’s 
deep understanding of gas turbine 
engines, and of their foibles and how 
to fix them. It was during his time in 
development that Ralph first got to 
know Allison in Indianapolis through 
working closely with them on the 
TF41 Spey derivative. 

In 1966 his career began to move 
towards general management. He 
joined Programme Management 
and, a year later, became Executive 
Assistant to Sir David Huddle, the 
then Managing Director of the Aero 
Engine Division. He therefore lived 
through all the events on both sides 
of the Atlantic leading up to the 
dramatic events of the 4 February 
1971 and the traumatic times in 
the immediate aftermath. Events 
that are indelibly burned into his 
memory, that debunked many of the 
previously unchallenged assumptions 
and myths, and so shaped the way 
he tackled issues for the rest of his 
career. 

In 1972, he transferred to the 
US as Executive Vice President 
of Rolls-Royce Aero Engines Inc, 
just as the RB211 made its difficult 
entry into service on the Lockheed 
TriStar, an experience which further 
reinforced his belief that it is the 
duty of all those employed by the 
Company to put the customer first, 
whilst protecting the shareholder’s 
legitimate interests. A year later 
he returned to the UK on being 
appointed Managing Director of 
the Industrial and Marine Division 
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Sir Ralph Robins 


PRAECLARVM 


Lifetime’ Achievement Award 
From Michael H. Evans, Rolls-Royce Heritage Trust 


This tribute to Sir Ralph Robins, above, 
gives an inspiring picture of the man 
and Rolls-Royce plc, as it has become. 
In PRECLARVM, the separate motor 
car developments with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley have been covered and it is 
timely to look at Rolls-Royce plc. Tom 
Clarke (UK) kindly arranged permission 
to reprint this article which appeared in 
the RRHT Newsletter No. 34, April 2005. 
Tom also sent an article ‘UK plc half- 
term report card’ from the 30 July, 2005 
edition of ‘The Daily Telegraph’ (UK). 
Iam also indebted to Geoffrey Boscoe 
(NSW) for forwarding an article ‘Rolls- 
Royce whirring, not purring’ from ‘The 
Economist’, 6-22 July, 2005. Editor. 


and so added to his strengths an 
equally deep understanding of marine 
propulsion, gas and oil transmission 
and electrical power generation. 

In March 1978 he was appointed 
Commercial Director of the Company 
and, four years later in 1982, he was 
elected to the Main Board. July of 
the following year saw him in charge 
of the newly-created civil engine 
business, becoming Director - Civil 
Engines. 


Until his tenure was 
prematurely ended through a severe 
heart attack, the then Chairman, 

Sir William Duncan, did a lot of 
things to prepare Rolls-Royce for 
its re-entry to the Stock Market. 
However, he did not believe that 
Rolls-Royce could continue to fund 
the development of its own range 
of engines and he thought the future 


lay in selectively partnering with 
both Pratt & Whitney (P&W) and 
General Electric (GE) in the US. 
The International Aero Engines 
arrangement with P&W on the 
V2500, created in March 1983 just 
as Sir William took office, provided 
one such partnership for single 
aisle aircraft and he masterminded 
the other, a partnership with GE 
for wide-bodied aircraft, with GE 
having rights on the Rolls-Royce 
RB211-535 and R-R on the CF6- 
80C2. It was, however, an uneven 
arrangement that effectively 
yielded leadership to GE on all 
future large commercial aero 
engines and constrained Rolls- 
Royce’s growth and innovation and 
would, therefore, have led to Rolls- 
Royce becoming little more than a 
subcontractor to GE. Sir William 
died tragically on a business trip 

to Holland in November 1984 and 
Sir Amold Hall temporarily took 
the Chair and appointed Ralph as 
Managing Director. 

In 1985, together with the 
new Chairman, Sir Francis, later 
Lord, Tombs, Ralph used his deep 
understanding of gas turbines 
to exploit the anti-trust wording 
in the agreement to legitimately 
develop the RB211-524 and to 
remain competitive against the 
CF6 on the Boeing 747-400. 
Whiist strictly legitimate, this 
so exasperated the CEO of GE 
Aircraft Engines, Brian Rowe, 
that after a long and increasingly 
acrimonious series of meetings, the 
agreement was rescinded on the 
19 November 1986. Thus Ralph 
had extricated Rolls-Royce from 
this path to inevitable servitude 
before the Company was re-floated 
on 28 April 1987. A year later in 
April 1988, Sir Ralph received 
his knighthood, a very fitting 
public recognition of the enormous 
contribution he has made both to 
the UK economy and the global 
aerospace industry. 

Despite the Company’s small 
share of the commercial engine 
market, Sir Ralph had the belief 
that the RB211 was intrinsically 
right, more importantly he had the 
courage and singular determination 
to build on its success. He led the 
launch of the Trent engine family, 
which today accounts for some 
50% of the market in which it 
competes. Most importantly of 
all, Ralph was able to convince 
the Board to hold its nerve when 
Brian Rowe got his revenge 
by persuading British Airways 
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to select the GE90 rather than 

the Trent for their first batch of 
Boeing 777 aircraft, prompting 
JAL, who had been on the point 
of selecting the Trent, to switch 

to P&W. His courage paid off and 
Thai, a hitherto loyal GE customer, 
became the launch customer for the 
Trent 800. Other airlines, crucially 
including Singapore Airlines, 
followed suit. The rest, as they 
say, is history: Rolls-Royce has 
now clearly overtaken the once 
dominant Pratt & Whitney, and 
the success of the Trent has forced 
them into an alliance with GE to 
develop an engine collaboratively 
for the Airbus A380. If still more 
proof of the power of Ralph’s 
vision is needed, I am sure it will 
not have escaped attention that 
last year Rolls-Royce actually sold 
more civil engines than General 
Electric or that we are now teamed 
with GE to design and develop an 
alternate main propulsion engine 
for the Lockheed Martin F35 Joint 
Strike Fighter. 

In an ill-fated attempt to 
diversify, 1989 saw the acquisition 
of Northern Engineering Industries 
(NED), and Sir Ralph’s appointment 
as Deputy Chairman of Rolls- 
Royce. One year later he became 
the Company’s Chief Executive 
and, two years after that, in 
October 1992, he was appointed 
Chairman. It was a role he was 
to hold with distinction, which 
arguably has never been surpassed, 
for more than a decade. 

As Chairman, Sir Ralph set 
a clear vision for 
future strategy. 
The Company’s 
core business in 
aero-propulsion 
was strengthened, 
particularly by 
the 1995 acquisition of Allison 
in the US, a company Ralph 
had had his eye on since those 
early days of R-R collaboration 
on the Allison TF41. This has 
benefited both concerns, and 
brought a new legitimacy to 
Rolls-Royce in the eyes of the 
US government. The mid-sized 
engines were not forgotten and 
in 1991 Ralph had seen that the 
wish of BMW to re-enter the aero 
engine business provided Rolls- 
Royce with the opportunity to 
fund the development of the BR 
series of engines to replace the Tay 
and further expand the product 
portfolio. 

In parallel, Ralph recognised 
that sale of the car and diesel 


Company 
Rolls-Royce 


Profit forecast Result 
£275m £309m iesyee 
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Sir Ralph Robins 


businesses in 1973 and the straight 
jacket of 15 years or so in state 
ownership had left the Company 
with too narrow a product base. 
Acquiring NEI had not provided 
the answer, so he sought to make 
Rolls-Royce a major player in 
marine propulsion. To aero- 
derivative marine gas turbines and 
nuclear propulsion, NEI had added 
Allen and Crossley diesels. Then 
there was the WR21 programme 
with Westinghouse, but to these, 
through the acquisition of the 
ailing Vickers plc, Sir Ralph added 
Brown Brothers, Bird Johnson, and 
the marine propulsion companies 
Ulstein of Norway, and then the 
Swedish Kamewa. As a result, 
Rolls-Royce can now legitimately 
claim to be the world leader in 
marine propulsion systems. 


“Rolls-Royce used to be a fragile 


British treasure. Now it 1s a robust 
global business.” - The Economist. 


The completion of the strategy 
was the divestment of the ailing non- 
core ex-NEI and Vickers businesses, 
the acquisition of the Cooper part of 
the hugely successful Cooper Rolls, 
to create a full capability energy 
business and, in 1999, the buy-out 
of BMW’s share in the BR series 
to create Rolls-Royce Deutschland 
which, with the 49% share in 
Industria de Turbo Propulsores of 
Spain, has greatly enhanced Rolls- 
Royce’s European footprint. 

Sir Ralph was also conscious 


‘UK plc half-term report card’ — The Daily Telegraph (UK), July 30, 2005 


Comment 


Dividend change 


that despite the fact that cars had not 
been made for more than 30 years, 
the cars still tended to dictate global 
perceptions of Rolls-Royce. And 
recognising, better than most, the 
importance of brand image, he was 
acutely aware of the Crewe cars’ 
increasingly significant shortcomings 
in this regard. He became unrelenting 
in his determination, which had 
earlier lacked support from above, 

to see the Rolls-Royce car attract 

the commitment essential to it 
becoming once more ‘the best car 

in the World’. A long and tortuous 
path lay between his clear intent 

and its eventual realisation with the 
launch of the Phantom by BMW’s 
new Rolls-Royce Motor Cars in 
2003. We could easily spend several 
hours talking about it and Sir Ralph’s 
pivotal role in bringing it about 


Top of the class, 
a soaraway success _ vision, courage, 


Lifetimes Achievement Award 


- suffice it to say that it is entirely 
fitting that Sir Ralph is now a 
Director of the car company. Ralph’s 
interest in the car is more than this. 
Sir Ralph is an avid driver of 
a Derby Bentley 4’4-litre, to full 
E.R. Hall specification (1936), 
which he races regularly, although 
as Mike Howse remarked at Ralph’s 
retirement party at Duffield Bank 
House, ‘it is well known in the 
Rolls-Royce engineering community 
that Ralph does not really race his 
Bentley, but rather he runs an old- 


fashioned development programme, 


breaking the car regularly simply 
to improve it such that he now gets 
more power from his 4% than Hall 
ever got!’. 

On a broader perspective, Ralph 
saw the way the world was changing 
and made sure that Rolls-Royce 
evolved to become a truly global 
company, better matched to the 
opportunities and obligations of the 
emerging ‘global village’. 

Sir Ralph knows that being 
trusted to deliver excellence is 
something that has to be earned 
and refreshed every working day 
and, more importantly, he knows 
that nothing is achieved long term 
except through people doing the right 
thing - because they want to. He has 
long advocated that the continuing 
success of the Company is rooted 
in a century-long belief of all of its 
people in the values of reliability, 
integrity and innovation. 

Over his twenty years as 
President of the Rolls-Royce 
Heritage Trust he 
has empowered 
the Trust to 
bring this 
proud record of 


dedication and 
engineering achievement to centre 
stage. He commissioned the 
‘Magic of a Name’ trilogy, made 
possible the reinstatement of the 
operation of a Company Spitfire as 
a symbol that transcends time and, 
after he retired on 31 January 2003, 
he continued to chair the Centenary 
Steering Committee. 

Fifty years have passed, yet 
stil] Sir Ralph devotes his energies 
to Rolls-Royce. When he began 
his career he was ‘one of us’. In 
his years at the helm he rarely 
instructed us. We knew where 
he wanted to go, and it was our 
privilege to follow. And he is 
still one of us. Perhaps that is the 
ultimate tribute to his inspired i 
leadership. if! 
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Left: The MT30 Gas turbine is a complete 
package offering up to 36MW. The MT30 

pictured here is being prepared for test at 
the Rolls-Royce site in Bristol. 


Right: This 26 MW cogeneration project 
operated by Ertisa Petroleum Company 

, at Huelva Refinery, Spain, commenced 
producing electricity and steam in 

1997. The single RB211 engine installed 
operates continuously, 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year. 
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Left: The Rolls-Royce portfolio of power. (\\ * ae 
Left to right top: IAE ¥V2500; TRENT di 
700; RB211-535E4. Left to right bottom: 
TAY, RB211-524 G/H; FJ44, TRENT 800; 
| BR710. 

Left below: RB211-524 G/H-T engines 
power Cathay Pacific's Boeing 747-400 
aircraft. 


Right above and below: The Eurojet — oe i 
£J200 powers the Eurofighter Typhoon 

~~ 
combat aircraft. = . 


Images and text from the 
Rolls-Royce plc website. 


Ashley James (UK) sent this fabulous photograph of 
the ‘Blue Train Special’ Bentley at the 2005 Goodwood 
Festival of Speed, with the comment: “an image 

to stir enthusiasts”. It was on display at the Cartier 
‘Style et Luxe’ set on the tranquil lawn of Goodwood 
House, far from the throng of racing engines. Unlike 

a conventional concours d’elegance, the judges of 

the ‘Style et Luxe’ are not car experts but eminent 
personalities from the arts. 

The Bentley's name is drawn from the epic 
adventure when Woolf Barnato successfully raced a 
locomotive named ‘Le Train Bleu’ through France 
from Cannes to Calais and across the English Channel 
to London. However. research by Michael Hay 
has confirmed that this 1930 6'4-litre Bentley with 
coachwork by Gurney Nutting was not delivered until 
after the famous run had taken place. But the name 
remains attached to the car, and in so doing keeps alive 
this wonderful piece of Bentley history. 
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Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club President’s Picnic 
Buscot Park, Oxfordshire, 2005 


By Adam Kimberley (UK) 


4 Se Adam Kimberley, 
. who owns 
ee a this Bentley, 
+ Tah SBH18142, 

7 very kindly 
~ responded to the 
suggestion by 
y i Ashley James to 

a : write this article. 
A delightful and entertaining account of a 
club outing has resulted. Editor. 


he English Summer, as King 

Charles [ allegedly remarked, 

comprises two fine days, 
followed by a thunderstorm. Thus after 
a run of hot (by English standards), 
dry ( by anyone’s ) but humid weather, 
the Kimberley family set out for the 
President’s Picnic in full expectation 
of a downpour. The wine had been 
chilled, sandwiches made, fruit washed, 
Cornish pasties double-wrapped in foil. 
The dog had been walked and reminded 
that he was on guard. My gynaecologist 
(a.k.a. Mrs. Kimberley) regrettably had 
a prior engagement pulling unwilling 
babies into an unwelcoming world, but 
our children, who after 9 and 14 years 
respectively have just about come to 
terms with the world, or at least the 
parts of it where Royce and Bentley 


motor cars are to be found, had been 
made presentable enough for public 
exhibition. 

We were cheered by the 
knowledge that, in fact, few members 
of the Great Unwashed were likely to 
be met: the Lord Faringdon and the 
National Trust were to keep Buscot 
Park free from hoi polloi for the day. 
While it may sound disingenuous or 
even snobbish to wish to avoid the 
general public whilst travelling in a 
Proper Motor Car, the truth is that, once 
parked, one can be subject to a lot of 
unwelcome attention. While delighted 
to talk with fellow enthusiasts, or 
indeed the honestly curious, there are 
sometimes the dishonestly curious, 
ready to remove anything portable or 
even attached to the vehicle, those who 
want to make pointless observations 
based on (perceived) class distinction, 
and all those whose second cousin 
twice removed had the self-same car, 
but better. Time was, when anyone 
with an unusual car was invariably 
asked by boys of all ages ‘what'll it do, 
mister’. The answer usually seemed to 
be disappointingly slow. Nowadays all 
anyone wants to know ts “how much is 
it worth?’ The answer is undoubtedly 
more of a disappointment to me than 


it is to the enquirer, for the sad truth 
is that I drive a Bentley T1. We are 
thus ‘below the salt’ in Rolls-Royce 
company, and rarely acknowledged at 
all by Bentley folk. 

Arrival at Buscot Park was 
hampered by the state of the British 
road network, exacerbated by the 
summer weather. We not only have 
the wrong car, we also commit the 
other great social solecism of living in 
the wrong part of London, the South- 
East, which is the ‘nght’ part only for 
drug-dealing and gun crime. London’s 
Mayor, ‘Red Ken’ Livingstone, abetted 
by Her Majesty’s Government are 
avowedly opposed to private motor 
cars, despite a readiness to collect ever- 
increasing tax revenue from their use. 
Neglect of the needs of the motorist in 
terms of roads is therefore unsurprising, 
the poor standard of public transport 
regrettable. More surprising still is the 
response of the British motorist to good 
weather: with or without family, at the 
first hint of a fine weekend they set 
out to join a traffic-jam. If there is no 
traffic-jam nearby, they will travel as far 
as required to join one, or get together 
with friends and family to create one. 
We were fortunate enough to find one 
near home and crawled through it for 


nearly three hours until the turn-off 
from Faringdon gave us nearly five 
miles of empty road before arrival. 

As Noel Coward’s lyrics describe, 

‘The Stately Homes of England, 

How beautiful they stand, 

They show the upper classes 

Have still the upper hand’. 

There can be few which stand so 
beautifully as Buscot Park, particularly 
when graced with a fine selection of fine 
motor cars in the surrounding parkland. 
The sight of dozens of Proper Motor 
Cars in careful lines, many with their 
owners, family and friends picnicking 
on the grass behind them was a fine 
one. As we arrived we were greeted by 
Ashley James, who had assembled a 
group in the shade of trees at the side 
of the paddock, and after parking and 
meeting another Rolls Royce enthusiast, 
Peter Kimberley, (and again wondering 
what family relationship we may have) 
we joined them. 
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A popular feature of the 
British countryside is Enclosure, so 
popular indeed that Acts of Parliament 
to facilitate same have a notable place 
in English history. One of the most 
popular means of enclosure of modern 
times is barbed wire. This lacks the 
solidity of Georgian brick, and the grace 
of Victorian wrought-iron fencing. 
Or even the rustic simplicity of post- 
and-rail, but it does the job. Ashley’s 
fine picnic spot was in the shade, but 
outside the parking area. Decisions 
had to be taken: carry the comestibles 
the long way round through the gate 
—no, over the wire. Children? Through 
the wire — they heal quite quickly, and 
their mother isn’t here to remonstrate. 
Me? Over the wire. (They were very 
old trousers, and theyll still be good 
enough for the lower sartorial standards 
of Bentley Drivers Club meetings). I 
was reminded, though, that Rolls-Royce 
prefer Scandinavian hides to British 
because Nordic cattle are not penned 
with barbed wire and thus have more 
perfect skins. 


PRACLARVM 


After rescuing our Cornish 
pasties from the engine compartment 
of the Tl — hence the need for double 
foil — these were consumed hot, 
followed by sandwiches and fruit. My 
rule with picnics, following many wet 
experiences at Glyndebourne, is to keep 
food simple and flavours robust. Food 
should be only that which the prudent 
person could keep in a raincoat pocket, 
wine must be able to stand dilution with 
rainwater. Elaborate tables and serving 
arrangements only cause distress when a 
storm comes and all must be packed up 
and taken to shelter: if the only shelter 
is one’s car, one doesn’t want balsamic 
vinegar to become a leather dressing, 
does one? Fine for a Ferrari, of course, 
being Modenese, but not for a Crewe 
car. 

After our repast, still in fine 
though overcast weather, we set off to 
review some of the other exhibits. With 
the general public excluded, owners are 
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Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club President’s Picnic 
Buscot Park, Oxfordshire, 2005 


generally very happy to show off the 
finer points of their prize possessions 
to like-minded people, and this meeting 
was no exception. After my daughter 
Imogen had seen the cunningly-placed 
torch in Ashley James’ Mk VI Bentley, 
she was keen to investigate under the 
bonnets of other cars. She found another 
one in a fully-restored, Franay-bodied 
Continental, after which she Charles 
(my son) and Ashley moved backwards 
in motoring history to examine a 
Continental Phantom II sedanca de ville 
and a fine 20 hp landaulette, amongst 
others. The quality of the workmanship 
of these cars was outstanding, both 
originally and during renovation, and 
their owners are justifiably proud of 
them. It is also notable that they use 
them, probably mostly on special 
occasions, but to use such a car is an 
occasion in itself. (Not to use a car for 
transport renders it a piece of sculpture, 
not what the Mechanic would have 
wished). 

Whenever the subject of cars 
owned came up, I hid behind Ashley. 
My children have enough social skills 
training rarely to admit to arriving 
anywhere by T1. 


We also inspected a new 
Goodwood Phantom, whether we 
admired it or not was more difficult 
to decide. It is just possible that the 
Goodwood car is more a showcase for 
money than for taste, but that may very 
possibly always have been the case with 
many Rolls-Royce products. History 
will decide. 

After an alltoo—brief tour 
of the Water Garden, which features a 
couple of fountains and a gentle cascade 
flowing to a vast lake, it was time to 
return to the press of traffic for London. 
With the recent dry weather, little water 
was travelling in the cascade, but the 
long series of shallow steps made the 
most of what there was, and the effect 
was charming and soothing, completely 
reversed by the effects of climbing back 
up the slope to the house in oppressively 
humid weather. After admiring more 
of the grounds, we said our goodbyes, 
agreed with some of the organisers that 
Buscot was an excellent venue, well 
worth returning to, and set off. 

We again enjoyed five or 
six miles of the open road, then over 
four hours of tropical heat but glacial 


progress. 


Buscot Park was built between 1780 and 1783 for 
Edward Loveden Townsend. In 1859 his great- 
grandson sold the estate to an Australian tycoon, 
Robert Tertius Campbell. He died in 1887 after 
spending a fortune turning Buscot into a model 
agricultural estate. In 1889 Buscot was sold 

to a highly successful city financier, Alexander 
Henderson, later Ist Lord Faringdon and his 


descendants continue to live here. 


Sad & Tragic 
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Very little happens in the world of 
Rolls-Royce Phantom IIs that escapes 
the expert eye of Steve Stuckey (ACT). 
He sent these photographs by Mike 
Cicora of two Phantom IIIs that were 
sold recently at a Kruse auction in 
Ohio from the collection of Karl Kleve. 
Steve commented, “they used to be 
gorgeous cars, but are now wrecks and 
may be unrecoverable.” Sad. 


Above: 1937 Phantom Il, 3BT191, a 
Thrupp & Maberly Sedanca de ville, was 
first owned bv D Stewart Fraser. Below: 
1937 Phantom II, 3BU10, a Barker 
Saloon with division, was first owned by 
Capt John Murray Cobbald. Information 
from Whitaker & Stuckey ‘The Rolls- 
Rovce Phantom I & Phantom LIT’, 
Complete Classics, Coulsdon, England, 
2000, p244, p234. 


David Hughes (NSW) sent this 
photograph (below) of 1962 Silver 
Cloud I, SAE607, at Kellyville, 
outside Sydney. It has been a Club car. 
Tragic. 


By Bill Coburn (ACT) 


t’s an ill wind that blows no good 

as the old saying goes. Now that 

the Crewe chapter has been closed 
we have a finite number of models to 
consider and a diminishing number of 
vehicles to preserve. My critics will 
have noticed that I seldom refer to any 
car built prior to World War 2. This is 
because I have had little contact with 
them and they the owners, do seem to 
have developed a supportive clique that 
needs little commentary or assistance. 


Genesis 

After the war, the Factory scrabbled 
around, knocked up a frame, tarted up a 
pre-war engine borrowed a suspension 
package from the Yanks and found 

the best of a bad lot of steel to press 

out some body shells. Applying the 
considerable skills of the trimmers 

who were trying to find jobs in the 
diminishing population of coachbuilders, 


Below: Brake pipes. The integrity of 
these pipes is vital to your survival 

in this world. A couple of hundred 
dollars and four hours work and they 
are replaced. When were vour cars 
brake lines last replaced? They have a 
service life of 8 years??? 
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they produced what was in those days 
a very elegant and pleasant vehicle. 
Over four times the price of a Buick, 
in Australia the Mark VI Bentley was 
almost popularised along with its still 
coachbuilt relative the Silver Wraith, by 
the new monied class, the sheep farmers 
who enjoyed the now historic post-war 
wool boom! These cars kept the public at 
bay and the accountants happy while the 
design people prepared their answer to 
the burgeoning American producers. 
The Board of management 
reportedly clinging to the security of the 
pre-war concepts, approved a chassied 
vehicle, stretched a six cylinder engine 
to its smooth limit and pressed out a 
body, this time in new steel. Today, 
the Silver Cloud is regarded as one of 
the most elegant cars produced by the 
Factory. Yet at the time critics often 
described it as the ugliest car ever 
produced by a prestige manufacturer. 
It must have been a courageous John 
Blatchley who presented his drawings to 
the Board. 


Across the Atlantic 

The Americans were producing some 
extraordinary vehicles at the time 
including such oddities as the Tucker 
and the Edsel not to mention the wheeled 
flying saucers under the Cadillac and 
Pontiac badging to name a few. And 
Packard (Ask the man who owns one.) 


Right: Differential breather. 
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produced cars that lasted — a concept 
that was quickly scrapped as being quite 
unprofitable. It was no accident that the 
Factory took a lot of notice of the latter’s 
techniques and designs. As an aside, they 
had one strange fling into the Packard 
shape and produced a body constructed 
by Park Ward on Silver Wraith Chassis 
WGC47 which finished up in Canberra 
in the early 70s. Fortunately they settled 
for adopting some of their mechanical 
designs rather than those for the body! 
The Bentley regained some of 
its pre-eminence by simply appearing 
with appropriate accoutrements and 
badge engineering immediately became 
respectable. The Silver Cloud and its 
derivatives were not hamstrung by 
the legislative inquisition which later 
started in the United States and spread 
through the Western world. The then 
limits of automotive fascism seemed to 
be in the fields of headlight colours and 
candlepower, the capacity of the tyres 
and the position of the number plates 
(tags in the United States). In a way 
thankfully, this blissful life continued 
until 1970 when Shadow production 
bursting with all sort of technical 
goodies was brought to a shuddering 
halt while re-fashioning itself to meet 
a plethora of statutory requirements by 
all manner of importing countries but 
principally the United States. But that is 
another story. 


Left: Brake linings. These have a finite life. When you 
rode your push bike all those years ago you could have a 
quick look over the handlebars and see where the brake 
blocks were in the wear stakes. Not so here. A quick 
insertion of the jack, off with the wheel three screws 

and presato they are looking at you. If you have rivetted 
linings and dont check and they wear onto the rivetts 


Go find this dinky little fitting 
on top of the rear axle casing. 
It lets the ‘atmosphere’ inside 
breathe. Block it up with crud 
and a good huff and a puff 
and you blow at least one seal 
out the side of the diff. Lot of 
work replacing those! 
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In Australia, compared with the 
Silver Shadow, the Cloud was a minor 
import, affluence had not quite blessed 
the many and there was probably the 
attraction of arguably more ‘romantic’ 
cars at a considerably lower price. There 
was also a heavy emphasis from Crewe 
on the qualities most people expected 
to find in the owner/driver of a Rolls- 
Royce. This attitude of course was to be 
radically changed with the advent of the 
Shadow when volume meant survival 
and there were just so many elegant 
appropriate customers to buy these cars. 


Breaking the torpor 
Meanwhile the newly found American 
purchasers were somewhat startled to 
find that this much vaunted creation 
of the manufacturers of “The Best Car 
in the World’ was being left in the 
right hand lane while contemporary 
indigenous models roared past. This had 
been foreseen by the Factory and a vee 
eight engine of quite original design was 
launched on the market in the Silver 
Cloud II. The suspension was beefed 
up, not as popular legend would have 
it because of a heavier engine which 
cleverly was actually lighter than the old 
six, but simply to stand up to the rigours 
of very high speed driving and frantic 
manoeuvring in hectic traffic. Traffic 
signalling was forced on the designers 
who had held out with trafficators until 
the advent of the Cloud but even then 
the switching was done pneumatically. 
The novelty of a steering column 
mounted unit was recognised which 
would actually turn the flashers off after 
you went around the corner! That was 
1960! The same feature was available on 
the 1948 Renault 750 complete with a 
steering column lock! 

Power assisted steering 
first introduced late on the Silver 
Cloud I (sic) generated the wonderful 
apochryphal descriptive, the ‘sneeze 
factor’. In short if you sneezed the 
involuntary minor reaction could 
have you jerking the steering wheel 
around to head the car into oncoming 
traffic. To this day I have yet to hear 
of this happening although I have 
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Right: Dirty crankcases. Rolls- 
Royces have built in corrosion 
protection. They shower 
themselves with oil and leave a 
confirming deposit wherever you 
choose to park. The oil running 
down the side of the crankcase 
stinks, makes a mess of your 
boss's drive and wastes oil. Fix it! 


Right: Jets. Believe it or not all that 
fuel that you moan about the old girl 
using goes through two of these cute 
little jets. The rubber diaphragm 

the jet sits in holds the fuel in the 
carburetter. If it punctures fuel runs 
out onto the hot engine and possibly 
you will be entertaining the public 
to an impromtu barbecue. Not much 
work to replace these! 


Below: Master cylinders. There are two. They should not leak. If they fail, 
you should be familiar with addressing your God. 


been treated to all sorts of accounts of 
drivers undergoing involutary bodily 
functions whilst driving and both the 

car and driver seemed to have survived. 
This delightful bit of spin suddenly 
dissappeared with the arrival of rack and 
pinion steering on the Silver Shadow II 
when apparently drivers had managed to 
control themselves! 

The original power steering 
had been novel at the time. Instead 
of applying hydraulic pressure to the 
appropriate bits in the steering box, the 
latter simply operated as a switching 
valve and used a phallic-like hydraulic 
ram at the front of the chassis albeit 
disguised under a smart valance 
and bumper bar to do the steering 
bit! Ramming a high curb with this 
protuberance was quite a profitable event 
for service people unti] owners finally 
understood where the vital bits were 
located. 

When the vee eight had to be 
inserted in basically the same frame 
that had accomodated the old six, more 
than a shoe horn was needed. Not only 
was the engine much wider, but its very 
hot exhausts had to be accommodated 
and so the steering box was folded up 
and planted under the driver’s feet. 

This produced a whole generation of 
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Left: The last price I had on one of 
these was $2800 complete. Best you 
check they are tight on the wheel eh! 
And while vou are about it, it may be 
an idea to tighten the paint ring by 
pushing those little clips on harder. 


Left: Did you know that the nominal 
life of a tvre is five years? And did 
you know that no tyre place will 
charge you to lift the car and have a 
good look at their condition? They 
should also be balanced at least every 
10,000K. 


deformed mechanics who had to work 

on these mechanisms. In addition the 
reticulation of high pressure oil from 

the power steering pump high on the 
engine, to the steering box under the toe 
board and thence to the ram out the front, 
produced more plumbing than you would 
find in the average hospital. 


A holding measure 

After eight years the Shadow was still not 
ready, so in desperation, four headlights 
were introduced, the carburetters were 
enlarged and the gudgeon pins shoved off 
centre. The resultant Cloud II however 
turned out to be one of the most sought 
after cars since the war. 


Preservation 

Well all of you would have known this 
but I had to be sure. You see for some 
years I have detected a malaise among 
owners of these cars that in my opinion 
does not smack of reverence or if you 
like, an appreciation of the last of the 
old school Rolls-Royces on the road. 
Encouragingly, there is a growing coterie 
of MarkVI and Dawn owners who have 
never heard of Bing Crosby and think 
that Gough Whitlam was the country’s 
first Prime Minister, but the Clouds 
seem to be in the hands of an older set 
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who either bring their vehicles out at 
Michaelmas or leave them to rot in the 
back shed. 

I myself have an application 
in for the Septuagenarian Club and 
must confess that the days of slithering 
under that slinky chassis and tickling 
up the servo or lying beside the car on a 
busy road_ bashing Hell out of the fuel 
pumps while traffic roared past you at a 
mile a minute, appear to have gone. But 
also gone is the reasonable population 
of people who teethed on these cars 
professionally. So if you happen to have 
a seized shake back stop at Bulgoback 
or suddenly have a haemorrhage from 
your protruding power steering cylinder 
you could be regarded as possibly one 
of the first sightings of Martians in the 
country. 

And whilst these models are 
very robust they are starting to have 
hitherto never seen problems like worn 
rear shackles, collapsing drive shaft 
assemblies, frozen brakes, leaking 
crankcases and wiring looms that would 
fascinate an archaeologist. Steering box 
mounts are disintegrating, the seemingly 
indestructable front suspension is ready 
to dismantle, steering pivots are wearing 
and that dinky joint at the back of the 
gearbox is working up a vibration that 
could well open up a whole new sensory 
world. 


The challenge 

What to do. I would guess in Australia 
we still have about 200 of these vehicles 
either going or recoverable. Parts are 
still available and they are relatively 
simple to work on. There will be, as 

I have said many times before, no 
more, so let’s find them and fix them. 
If you have one, share your knowledge 
and experience with all of us either in 
these pages, the web forum or in Zee 
One Topics, which is now available on 
both the RROC and Victoria Branch 
web sites. This could well be your last 
chance! Finally I have been instructed 
by my mate Peter that I am to confess 
that I have had my own S82 languishing 
in pieces for the last 7 years. Tomorrow 
Pll start right back!! 
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Will Morrison (UK) joined the 
NSW Branch in 2000 when 

the restoration of BI70HK was 
underway (left). The car features 
a number of times (right) in 
‘Bentley Motors - On The Road’ 


by Bernard L King, true facsimiles 
of the magazine published by 
Bentley Motors from 1935-39 

for the 1933-39 Derby Bentley 
models. Photographs courtesy of 
Will Morrison. 


4608 


PRA-CLARVM 


Mark these dates in your calendar for 2006! 2006 is the year we will be celebrating 


the 50th 


40/50hp Rolls-Royce was shown at the Olympia Motor Show! 
You are invited to get yourself and your car ready to visit one of the nicest 
inland cities in New South Wales. Orange is about half-way between Sydney and 
Dubbo and boasts a vast array of sights and activities. 
An exciting and packed program for all interests is planned. In keeping with 
the KISS principle we have opted for an all-inclusive fee. This fee will cover the 
following: 


A rally pack including a commissioned print celebrating Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars, an especially struck medallion, a book-style 
rally program. with-a-picture of each vehicle attending the rally, local 
wines and foods, etc. 

Attendance-ateany of the technical workshops on Thursday and the 
specialist lectures on Friday. 

A alternative series of non-car activities and workshops. 

The Welcome Reception and official opening of the rally on Friday 
night. 

Saturday attendance at the Display Day and Concours.d’Elegance\in 
Robertson Park in the very-centre_of Orange: 

In the evening of Saturday a superb seven course degustation dinner 
will be held at the Orange Ex-Services’ Club. 

On Sunday there will be a choice of a series of sightseeing tours 
throughout the local area with a packed lunch provided to take with 
you. 

Sunday night is the Presentation Dinner in the Orange Function 
Centre. 

And finally on Monday morning we»will meet at the Gnoo Blas race 
circuit.for a continental-style farewell breakfast and an opportunity 
to, flag off the post-rally tours to Brisbane and Darwin. 

Bus transfers will be available to and from all venues on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday nights. 


There is an indicative price af $350.00, with an early bird discount. 


anniversary of our wonderful Club; and as well, 100 years since the first 


A full program of events giving specific details of all activities and registration 
papers will be included in the next issue of Praeclarum, alongwith information 
about accommodation bookings. 


ae 


We 


ORANGE 


New South Wales Branch Australia's Colour City 


Rally Committee 


PO Box 118, 


Arncliffe NSW 2205 
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Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud, Phantom V and VI, 
Bentley S Series Register 


aAyne Nealiges FOR MOTOR GAR TYRES 

When your car was initially supplied to its owner, the Tool Kit would have Rea Tee REN acti ounce er 

included a Kismet Tyre Gauge. A Tri-fold KISMET Tyre Pressure Guide Searing tome bliwingabet 
TYRES FOR RIMS |G” DiAMICTER 

would have been supplied, wrapped around the gauge. Like mine yours has ARB air PREIS INFCATIGN ENSURED A Oe a Le 


Nominal 
Tyre Suction 


probably now gone missing. ath 
The photo on the right shows the original guide. It was kindly 
provided courtesy of the Silver Cloud Society of the RROC (USA). Please 
email me (see information in panel below - Editor) if you would like a copy. 
Iam hoping to arrange a Register meeting early next year, probably 
February. The location will need to be between Sydney and Melbourne. Of 
the 180 Silver Cloud and Bentley S Series listed in the Club, about 130 are 


TUtbi td taomeese 
* For thete londs uce onty # ply tyres 
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TYRES FOR aM 17" DIAMETER AND OVER 


located in NSW, ACT and Victoria. = INMAT iON OncSs Cam aGpe ile 


= 


Steve Redford, Registrar 


Pibiitptbis 
a 


Pittititiex 


Phi tibbits 


thitbitets 


Tin duoubt-—wete gewing amma of vehicle, model. yeas. and vice of tyra, when 
the recommendad pretiure will be promptly adviced. 


eR nan gee Se oar coed 
Photograph courtesy of RREC and Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
Registrars ‘Twe nty Topic S 
Rex Vincent 28 Copperleaf Place Tel: 02-9634-5052 
Silver Ghost Register Castle Hill NSW 2154 — Fax: 02-9674-6357 Peter Gargett, long term Twenty owner. 
COnSenIciG CCnSOnIE Eat) of Brisbane reports that he took his 
oe San a poner eae are 1923 Smith & Waddington Coupe, 
p Register ooringal Wagga ob: -383- ; 
Wagga NSW 2650 ClarkeRR20hp@aol.com Oe eee esd 
: Branch outing recently and that it ran 
David Axe ‘Albemarle’ Tel: 02-4324-1952 “full h 
20/25 hp, 25/30 hp and 88 The Broadwaters beautifully, however on the way home 
Wraith Register Tascott NSW 2250 he noticed a hum under the floor which 
is probably the rear race in the gear box 
Mick Rust PO Box 1215 Tel: 08-9379-0801 which will need replacing. It is a minor 
Derby Phantom Register Midland Fax: 08-9379-1261 job on the 3 speed as the gear box is 
Western Australia 6936 mjrust@iinet.net.au so small and simple, but they do tend 
Barrie Childs PO Box 168 to leak which was probably the cause 
Derby Bentley Register Sylvania Southgate of the trouble. Peter originally used 
NSW 2224 
: : the Twenty as everyday transport and 
te Sala aeeae ce ae a He te ee atae > even took it to New Zealand for the 
ilver Wraith, Silver Dawn, iddle Cove oydshirleym@bigpond.com th . : : 
Bentley MkVI and R-type NSW 2068 64 International fal in 1965, niga 
Register also happened to be his and Chris’ 
Steve Redford 65 Kadumba Street. ‘Tel/Fax: 07-3892-5005 Rene rea ey ack ay, 
Silver Cloud, Bentley S Yeronga redfords@bigpond.com Twenty on the Rally too and Veteran 
Series, Phantom V and VI Queensland 4104 and Vintage Magazine (UK) reported to 
Register the effect that the two Australian 20hp 
Silver Shadow, Bentley T Position Vacant Rolls Royces completed the distance 
Series and Derivates Register without incident. What better accolade! 
Anthony Kierce 27 Inkerman Street Tel: 03-533 1-5025 David and Diana Jones drove 
Silken apuil, Beatey Elma their 1928 Barker Limousine, GKM 60, 
Mulsanne and Derivates Victoria 3350 


Register to Portsea for the weekend recently. It 


Twenty Topics 
(continued) 

looked resplendent at the Golf Club, 
where they had lunch. Despite lack of 
streamlining, it battled strong winds, 
rain and sleet on the way back to 
Melbourne, keeping its occupants dry 
and warm. The original sun visor fitted 
to the car, when new, was recovered 
recently through the good offices of 
David Vann and has been refitted to 
complete its outside appearance. The 
gear box ratios of GKM 60 are more 
evenly spaced than on earlier 4 speed 
models which seem to have 1St, 2nd 
and 3" gears close together with a 
larger gap between 31d and Top. 

Bob Clarke, as ever, has been 
busy as Registrar. He has recently 
completed two ambitious projects, the 
first of which is a picture collection 
on disc of every Australian Twenty 
including old photos, many of which 
illustrate the various changes, including 
bodies, made to the cars during 
their long history. The collection is 
invaluable as a historical record and of 
much value to owners in understanding 
why their cars are as they are. Should 
you have any older pictures of your 
car, it would be as well if a copy were 
sent to Bob to add to the collection. 
Important changes also should be 
photographed and forwarded to Bob . 

The second project Bob 
has completed, also on disc, is a 
complete pictorial record of the various 
instrument board layouts used during 
production of the Twenty. It shows 
the make and appearance of each 
instrument fitted from time to time as 
well as illustrating the changes made to 
the layout of the instruments. Should 
you be rebuilding or refurbishing the 
instrument board of your Twenty, 
you would be well advised to contact 
Bob to ensure that the end result is 
authentic. 

Now is the time to think 
about the Federal Rally in April of next 
year. We Twentyists have to do better 
than Canberra, where there were only 
four present. A day run for Twentys is 
contemplated including a lunch, so it 
should be fun. 


David Davis 42G1] (NSW) 
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ane Still Life with Cars 
SS An Automotive 
Stull Life ‘ 
with Cars Memoir 
ice « by John L Lumley 
a \ s McFarland & Co. 
(2005). 191 p., 58 
 illos. Softcover. ISBN 
0-7864-2053-7. 


In real life the author is a professor 
emeritus of engineering at Comell 
University, specializing in aerospace 
engineering and fluid mechanics, a fact 
that he believes is going to be seen as 
incompatible with an interest in old 
cars-the Preface might as well have been 
titled Apologia. 

After laying the groundwork (his 
parents’ disposition towards vehicular 
transport, early childhood conditioning 
in Detroit through exposure to Loewy’s 
locomotive, Fuller’s Dymaxion car), 
Lumley traces his trajectory from self- 
taught early tinkering to the latest-and 
possibly last-project, the comprehensive 
restoration of 1951 Bentley Mk VI 


ay 
- 
. 
sal 


“The ramblings of an amateur enthusiast 
to be shared with others who own, drive, 
mind or repair Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars, or those who simply love them”, 
is how Bill Coburn self-effacingly 
describes his Tee One Topics. 

By August 2005 when Issue 
45 appeared, the series had been in 
production for over four years, having 
commenced in May 2001. But Issue 45 
marked a significant turning point, and 
again Bill Coburn explained, “Well I 
have finally been driven into the 21st 
century, found out what Acrobat is and 
with the aid of most helpful and patient 
agents in the Victoria and New South 
Wales Branches of the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club, my outpourings are to 
be available to the World.” Tee-One 
Topics is now available on the RROC 
and Victoria Branch websites and 
www.Irbew.co.uk 

The series focuses primarily 
on the Silver Shadow, Silver Spirit and 
related Bentley models, and is relevant 
to the Silver Cloud and Bentley S Series 
vee eight cars. This makes the series 


B197LH. Along the way various 
adventures are recapped, such as 
giving his girlfriend pneumonia in an 
MG (happy ending-she married him 
anyway) to visiting Inskip’s showroom 
in 1951. The descriptions of his various 
projects are quite detailed in terms of 
both technical aspects and narrative 
“roundness.” In other words, it reads 
well and makes sense. The book is 
organized first in chronological order 
and, from roughly the second half, by 
marque (all British, after the culturally 
inevitable VW phase). One chapter is 
devoted to the Bentley project. 

Without fail, readers will recognize 
themselves in Lumley’s trial and 
tribulations-and triumphs. Those who 
aren’t wrenchers, yet, may well think 
they ought to give it a whirl themselves; 
the satisfaction of being on intimate 
terms with one’s car can be quite 
substantial, even existential, if one stops 
worrying what the neighbors will think 
of one’s “dirty, little secret.” Index. 

Review courtesy of The Flying Lady. 


TOPIBS 


vitally important, given the number of 
Club cars in this range. Bill judges, quite 
rightly I believe, that earlier cars are 
well catered for by established registers 
and in some cases separate clubs. 

To quote Bill again, “Contrary 
to popular belief, these days the majority 
of owners are not wealthy people and 
are not in a postion to dump their car 
with a specialist with half a dozen 
signed cheques in the glove box. When 
trouble strikes as it will, the car if not 
repaired will be driven until it stops or 
else abandoned in the back of a garage 
and left to rot. Hopefully these notes 
may encourage the reader to have a 
go and fix their own cars or at least 
develop some understanding of what 
is wrong with the car and be able to 
give a coherent account to the hapless 
mechanic selected to do the job for 
them.” 


e 
Sy 


This series is a magnificent and 
generous contribution to encourging the 
preservation of these cars. Issue 46 is 
now on the Web. 

Editor 
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MET itimate Autos DVD 


' Box Set History Channel, 
Gi 2005. 264 Min. The 


q Pitstop Bookshop $39.95. 


~~ | Actor and resident MC 

wg of the Pebble Beach 

Concours d’Elegance, 

Edward Herrman hosts this 3 DVD 
History Channel look at some of the 
world’s most amazing cars. Six features 
look at Duesenberg, Bugatti, Rolls- 
Royce, Cobra, the Silver Arrows racing 
cars and the million dollar classic cars of 
today. 


THE FLYING LADY 
NOW ON DVD 


All issues of The Flying Lady from 
1951-2004 are available from RROC 
Club Stores in digital format for US$85. 
The DVD disc includes over 300 issues 
of TFL, more than 7,000 pages, and 
over 400 pages of indexes. 

The files are saved in the 
industry standard Adobe Acrobat PDF 
format. The Acrobat software is available 
free at <www.adobe.com>. Each issue of 
the magazine is saved in a separate file 
and is fully searchable with the Acrobat 
software. 

The indeces were created and 
updated by Robin James and include over 
23,000 linked entries. The discs include 
a separate index for General Articles, 
Technical Articles, Book Reviews, 
Photos by Chassis Number, and a 
Bazaar Index sorted by Chassis 
Number. Each entry in the index includes 
the corresponding page number that is 
hyperlinked to the issues. Just click on a 
page in the index and the software opens 
the file and navigates to the page number 
indicated. What could be easier? 

Annual updates for the digital version 
will be available for US$15 and will 
include the latest year’s issue of the 
club’s magazine and updated indexes with 
the latest information. The digital version 
of The Flying Lady requires a computer 
with a DVD reader, Adobe Acrobat 5.0 or 
later software and 5 gb of disk space on 
your computer’s hard drive. Javascript 
must also be enabled for the hyperlinks 
to work with the indexes. 
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[ Letters 


It was disappointing to see Senator 
Faulkner’s carping questions in Senate 
Estimates hearings about the usage of the 
Governor-General’s official Phantom VI 
(Praeclarum 4-05, p.4562). 

Given that this car has been 
on duty for 37 years, I would have 
thought that the taxpayer has had good 
value for money — value for money 
being one of the touchstones of Senate 
Estimates committees. One wonders 
how many Humbers, Mercedes, LTDs 
and Statesmans have passed through the 


J 


Government House fleet in the period 
since 1968. 

The Phantom’s longevity 
recalls the days of Sir Robert Menzies. 
His official car (C*1) for nearly 14 years 
was the same black Cadillac, apart from 
a brief interlude using a 1958 Buick. The 
Cadillac was eventually replaced by a 
1963 Bentley S3. This served successive 
Prime Ministers for nine years until 
Gough Whitlam repudiated it (“an 
antique”) in favour of a Mercedes 450. 

Stephen Brown (ACT) 


Market Place - Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club 
Classified Advertising 


1925 Silver Ghost (125AU) Onginal 
Hooper Landaulette, Blue over Black. 
Splendid condition — the ideal carriage to 
take to the Western Gold Rally. $205,000 
Doug Bristow (Victoria) 0432-224-246 


1938 Phantom III (3DL14) Rippon Bros seven 
seater limousine. Extensively restored by R.Fry 
some years ago. Rebuilt engine. An awesome 
bit of Royce engineering with a powerful V12 
engine designed around the same time as the 
mighty Merlin aero engine. Brilliant rally car 
with boot luggage set. $90,000 0418-913-914 or 
julian.walter@1wh.com.au 


1912 Silver Ghost (1997) This 
car has won many awards in 
Australia and overseas including 
the 29th Pebble Beach Concours 
d’Elegance where Rolls-Royce 
was the featured car, and in 1979 
in the USA was awarded the 
Rolls-Royce of England trophy 
for the best pre-war car and the 
Jack Frost trophy as the Ladies’ 
Choice. $800,000 David Jones 
david.iones(@tattersalls.com.au 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B25KL) Van Den Plas 
style roadster. Photo folio available on line. 
$100,000 or offer David Alsop 03-9822-7299 or 
0419-435-026 


1951 Silver Dawn (SDB90). Body, mechanicals, 
and interior in very good condition. Regular 
attendance at Qld and ACT branch events, 
includes handbooks, and full parts manuals etc, 
142,000 miles. Original (Sunburnt Country) 
Queensland number (retro) plate also included. 
$45,000 Wayne Hart 02-6926-4110 or 
0418-815-136. 


4612 


PRACLARVM 


NORE, Place - Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club Classified Advertising 


1953 Bentley R-type (B23UL) Standard Steel 
Saloon, very good condition, current owner for 
the last 33 years. This is an original condition 
vehicle and has been pampered its whole life. 
Has all the tools and original equipment (exc 
radio), original handbook, key and delivered 
key fob, Has won numerous Federal and State 
Concours awards. $38,500 Barry Sparks 
07-3289-3081 or 0432-723-610 


1987 Silver Spirit (ASH20807) Windsor Blue 
coachwork with Light Blue Hide interior. Built 
for Australia in February, it was first registered 
in ai 1987. The two private owners, who both 
live in Queensland 
have lavished 

care and attention 
on the vehicle 

and its current 
condition can only 
be described as superb. The radio has been 
replaced with a more up-to-date system and a 
remote control anti-theft device installed. With 
its full log book service records this motor car 
will complement any custodian’s garage. It has 


1998 Rolls-Royce Silver 
Seraph (LAX01915) (BEV596 
sydney delivery. The delivery. 
e| aban continue urbo 


1990 Rolls-Royce Silver 
Spirit Ii ( (ASL 31487) (BSG 


Picr de 


26 Porter 


David Ekberg 0404 888 302 


1997 Bentley Brooklands 


40) Sydne 


1986 Bentley Mulsanne 


c 


85) Sydney 


Perfect history. 


‘pave Ekberg Pty Ltd 


r Street, Prahran, VIC, 3181 


only been driven a mere 153,000 kms and it Is 
waiting for its new owner. Currently registered 
on Qld plates (S56CCG), this motor car can be 
test driven in Sydney. Realistically priced at 
$49,750 this motor car will stand any inspection 
by the most fastidious. Please ring Stuart Groves 
on 0408-220-268 to arrange your inspection. 


| 1997 Bentley Turbo RL 
(BPV59094) Midnight 
Blue, Magnolia leather, 
piped blue. 51,000 kms, picnic tables and crystal 
cocktail sets. This is the finest Turbo R in 
Australia. Indistinguishable from new. $150,000 
Richard Erskine 08-9336-2819, or 
richarde@lionelsamson.com.au 


Parts Wanted 

Silver Ghost gearbox front mounting 
bracket, part no. F2734. Also have wheel 
centre for early Silver Ghost 70 spoke to 
swap for 84 spoke centre. Stan Nash 
07-5530-2826 


ee 
$16 ) 


Jack Ba 
Cind - 


(LBA25) 


03 9533 8883 


MCT 10169 
MCT 10169 


1996 Bentley Turbo R 
y (BRT57477) Sydney 
es TY ata ow kms 


For Sale 

For the enthusiast who has “almost” 
everything! 1976 Vintage Port Collection 
by Thomas Hardy. Each of the 6 bottles 
has labels of the following cars; 1905 20hp 
TT Phaeton, 1905 V8 Legalimit, 1907 

SG “AX 201”, 1910 SG Barker Torpedo, 
1911 SG ‘D’ Front Limousine & 1911 SG 
L to E. Included is a wooden display box 
and matching prints in original envelope. 
Pictures of the collection can be emailed 
upon request. $500 ono. Additional freight 
costs will apply or you are more than 
welcome to pick it up personally. Any 
questions, please give me a call or send 

an email. Mark Roberts. (08) 83912224 or 
allbiz@dodo.com.au 

Queensland rego RROO1 for sale. $3,250 
enquiries to Derek Davis 07-3839-6116 or 
0417-649-177 


Literature For Sale 

Phantom III handbook for late model, 
excellent condition $150. Original 
Company advertising folio for Phantom III, 
dated October 1935, good condition except 
cover $150. David Crichton 02-6026-2278 


PRACLARVM back issues available 
from The Sir Henry Royce Foundation, 
Australia. If you require a particular issue 
to complete your collection please let us 
know and we will see if it is available. 
$5.00 per copy. Please contact David Vann 
07-3865-3287 or fax 07-3865-4822 


1995 Bentley Continental S 
(BBS52441) Sydney 
delivery. One of three. 


35,000 


1961 Bentley S2 LWB 
clay 


d anotner! 


Nicholas Lang 0408 316 172 


5-05 4613 


NEW CONTINENTAL FLYING SPUR 
AVAILABLE TO TEST DRIVE 


i i i € i i i t ] t 
Regular Maintenance is the key to continued safety, Reliability and Economy in any vehicle, but when that vehicle is a Bentley or Rolls-Royce 
the stakes are higher. A full service history, documented by your Authorised Bentley / Rolls-Royce dealer helps to enhance the value of your 


vehicle and protect the integrity of your investment. Our advanced technical training, specialist tools and customised diagnostic systems cou- 
pled with years of knowledge and experience make a world of difference when it comes to the maintenance and repair of your vehicle. 


Victorian Avon Tyres Rolls-Royce club members Quality pre-owned Rolls- Authorised coachworks - no 
Distributor - Trade price on all receive 20% off regular Royce & Bentley's Motor Cars, | job is too big or too small for 
tyres for club members! retail labour rate visit our showroom or view our trained specialists 


AVON online: lancedixon.com.au Obligation Free Quotes 
———TYRES CALL BILL: CALL IAIN: 


PLEASE CALL TONY: (03)9848 9000 03) 9848 9000 (03) 9848 9000 
LANCE DIXON BENTLEY : 
AUTHORISED SALES, SERVICE, SPARE PARTS & AUTOBODY 
565 Doncaster Road, Doncaster, 3108. P: (03) 9848 9000 


www.lancedixonbentley.com.au BENTLEY 


Rolls Royce Owners Club of Australia | 
Calendar Series QReatherigne 


Five separate Calendars celebrating the Roll-Revce Owners Club in Australia. 


Price... $49.95 each 


a Leatherique Rejuvenator Oil 
any... ou Peathersaue leather (275 for s00ml or $20 for 250m). 
Tis pee sendr care and renovation Naturally deep cleans. softens, and 


products. preserves your leather, 


Leatherique Prestine Ciean 
($30 for 500mi or $15 for 250m!) 
BROC of Aut to clean leather surface atter 
Pack & Post 206 Calendar Before Rejuvenator Oil. and/or use as a 
R = maintenance cleaner and detailer. 


Within Australia A $10.00 
OR Please Circle- For Postage 
international A$17.50 


[Total (inc GST) 


Name: 


Leatherique Colour Dye 

$100 per 500m] (includes custom 
tinting to your sample). 

Superb. professional results with 
cloth. paint pad. brush. or spray. 


Leatherique Crack Filler 
Postal Address 2 _ (S15 per 90ml) for cracked leather. 
‘Contact Number __ 


Leatherique Prepping Agent 
(SIS per 250m!) to prepare for 
Colour Dye. 


Payment Details (Please Circle) Cheque / Money Order / Credit Card 


Credit Card Details 


NE es a ey ee ee ae ey be 


Expiry Date s/f Name on Card: 


Leatherique Australasia Pty Ltd 
PO Box 383 Lindfield NSW 2070 
Signature Phone & Fax (02) 9880 9911 
Mobile 0416 169 024 
Shop 28 Plaza Arcade Perth WA 6000 leatherique @ optusnet.com.au 
Ph: 08 9325 4040 Fax:08 9221 3264 www.leatherique.com.au 
ema: lab2i@ plazacameras.com.au 
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FOR SPECIAL 


VEHICLES 


Shannons Insurance has been insuring veteran, vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has developed a 
great insurance package at a very competitive price. 


Hi Agreed value. If the car is a total loss you will receive Mi No blame = No excess 
the full sum it is insured for Mi Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or repaired 
Wi You have the option to choose your own repairer @ Free windscreen — one per year without excess 


Wi In the event of total loss you will have automatic reten- Ml Personal belongings and tools up to the value of $400 
tion of the wreck, depending on the policy — subject to excess 


FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 www.shannons.com.au 


wile 
ad Full Page $451 
VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC Half Page $253 
$143 


VEHICLE INSURANCE Quarter Page 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements must be factual and accurate. Persons 
misrepresenting cars, parts or services will be dented further use of this space. Ads 


When it comes to Insurance, for cars for sale must include chassis number and asking price. Ads may be edited 
we’ ll take as much care of to optimise use of available space and to conform to a standard format, and may 
be rejected at the discretion of the Editor without discussion. 
your Rolls-Royce or Bentley PHOTOGRAPHS: Colour prints showing the lines of the car are suitable. ‘Front- 
... as you do I on’ shots cannot be used. For photo return, please include stamped addressed 
envelope. 
e Agreed Value DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars must, where required by law, quote their 
¢ Competitive Premiums dealer’s licence number and comply with all other statutory requirements relating 
. Retention of Wreck to their advertising. 
+ Repairer of Your Choice COST: Ads with photograph are free to non-trade members and are placed in 
up to two consecutive issues. Non-members are charged $35 (inc. GST) for ad 
Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. and photograph. Trade ads at commercial rates, Where applicable, cheques made 


payable to RROC of Australia must accompany advertising copy. Send ads to the 
Editor at:40 Queen Street, Croydon, N.S.W. 2132. 
Tel: 02-9747-2973 Fax: 02-9747-3563, 
Email: dneelv@icomcen.com.au 
Next deadlines: 15 September, 15 November 2005. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 
388 Gearge Street Sydney 2000 


Rt 


“HISPANO SUIZA - CONCOURS WINNER 


Si 
as 


RR FIGONI-FALASCHI SALOON " RR SPARE TIRE CANISTER 
® ry 


0 


CADILLAC TYPE 57 BUGATTI / - . \\ RR PHANTOM III 


ACHIEVE PERFECTION! (eo) Bes 


i fy disc for 
Lmarr custom wheel discs & spare tire canisters for that “classic look.” SE Boule 
Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic car with Lmarr precision . 4 as ae 
reproduction wheel discs, and side and rear mounted spare tire canisters. ay 


The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: 
¢ eliminates the lengthy cleaning process « helps protect the chassis and brake 


mechanism ¢ comes with everything needed for installation LMAR R DISK LTD. 


Lmarr has the worlds largest selection of wheel discs. Stock discs are available for over PO. Box JIO, Glen Ellen, CA 95442-0910 USA 
seventy-five makes and models, and we can custom produce discs for almost any car. Tel: (707) 938-9347; Fax: (707) 938-3020 


We fit wheel sizes 16” to 23”. Spare tire canisters are available for Bentley - 18” and Rolls E-Mail: Imarr@attglobal_net; 
Royce - 18” & 19”. Website: www.imarr.com 


J 


Ms 
showroom pales 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au DL: 13746 
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“Strive for perfection in everything you do. Take the best that exists and make 
it better. When it does not exist, design it.” 


r Henry Xoyce, 1863 1933 


